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ATTENDANCE: 

 

 Councillors Present           

¶ Cr Steve Jones (Mayor) (Chairperson) 
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¶ Cr Peter Friend 

¶ Cr Jim McDonald 

¶ Cr Kathy McLean 
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¶ Cr Janice Holstein 
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Officer 

¶ Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning 
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¶ Myles Fairbairn, Executive Manager 
Infrastructure Works & Services 
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¶ Rick Machin, Communications & Marketing 
Coordinator 

¶ Madonna Brennan, Council Business 
Improvement Officer (minutes) 

¶ Caitlan Natalier, Solicitor/Legal Services 
Coordinator (part of meeting) 

¶ Stephen Hart, Manager Administration and 
Executive Operations (part of meeting) 

¶ Trevor Boheim, Acting Manager Planning and 
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¶ David Mazzaferri, Manager Disaster 
Management and Community Engagement (part 
of meeting) 

 
Media Present   

¶ Derek Barry, The Gatton Star 
Other Attendees 

¶ Michael Jones, Seqwater 
Apology 

¶ Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer 
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1.0 MEETING OPENED  

The meeting commenced at 10.01am 
 
The Mayor, Cr Jones as Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed all present.  Rev Barry Benz from the 
Gatton Church of Christ led the meeting in prayer following a minute silence for those persons recently 
deceased. 
 
Cr McDonald was not present at the commencement of the meeting but entered at 10.05am on conclusion of 
the prayer and minute silience. 

 
2.0 LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

RESOLUTION: 
THAT the apology for the Chief Executive Officer be noted. 
 

Moved By:  Cr Pingel  Seconded By:  Cr Friend  

Resolution Number: 3699  

 

CARRIED  

7/0  

 
3.0 CONDOLENCES/GET WELL WISHES 

3.1 Condolences/Get Well Wishes 
 
Date: 15 October 2014 
Author: Madonna Brennan, Business Improvement Officer  
Responsible Officer: Jason Bradshaw, Acting Chief Executive Officer  
File No: Formal Papers         

 

Officer's Recommendation: 

THAT letters of condolence be forwarded to the families of the recently deceased 
persons in the Lockyer Valley Region. 

 

RESOLUTION 

THAT letters of condolence be forwarded to the families of the recently deceased 
persons in the Lockyer Valley Region. 

 

Moved By:  Cr Holstein  Seconded By:  Cr Milligan  

Resolution Number: 3700  

 

CARRIED  

7/0  
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4.0 DECLARATION OF A NY MATERIAL PERSONAL  INTERESTS/CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST BY COUNCILL ORS AND SENIOR COUNCIL OFFICERS  

4.1 Declaration of Material Personal Interest on any Item of Business  

 Pursuant to Section 172 of the Local Government Act 2009,a councillor who has a material 
personal interest in an issue to be considered at a meeting of the local government, or any of 
its committees must ï 

(a) inform the meeting of the councillorôs material personal interest in the matter; and 

(b) leave the meeting room (including any area set aside for the public), and stay out of 
the meeting room while the matter is being discussed and voted on. 

4.2 Declaration of Conflict of Interest on any Item of Business  

Pursuant to Section 173 of the Local Government Act 2009,a councillor who has a real or 
perceived conflict of interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the local government, 
or any of its committees must inform the meeting about the councillorôs personal interest in the 
matter and if the councillor participates in the meeting in relation to the matter, how the 
councillor intends to deal with the real or perceived conflict of interest. 

No Declarations were made at this time of the meeting. 

 
5.0 DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

5.1 SEQWater Presentation - Lake Dyer Swimming Area 
 
Date: 16 October 2014 
Author: Jason Harm, Manager Regional Development 
Responsible Officer: Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services  
File No: Formal Papers         

 

 
At 10.15am Michael Jones from Seqwater addressed Council. 
 
 

 
A presentation was made to Council on the proposed recreational activity changes to Seqwater dams 
in the region, being Lake Dyer and Lake Clarendon.  A designated swimming area has been 
proposed at Lake Dyer and a paddle craft launch point and bird watching walk at Lake Clarendon 
were identified after a community engagement process undertaken in early 2014.  
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6.0 MAYORAL MINUTE 

6.1 Mayoral Minute 
 
Date: 21 October 2014 
Author: Jason Cubit, Executive Liaison Officer Mayor/CEO & Coordinator 

Mayor's Office 
Responsible Officer: Jason Bradshaw, Acting Chief Executive Officer   
File No: Formal Papers         
 

 
Business Awards 
After months of meticulous planning, the Lockyer Valley Business, Training and Apprenticeship 
Awards are here and Iôm looking forward to seeing the Gatton Shire Hall full on Saturday night as we 
announce this yearôs winners. The standard of entries we received this year was first class and I have 
no doubt the judges had a number of tough decisions to make. We have great people and great 
businesses in this region and it is only fitting that we celebrate the achievements of the region at an 
event like this. 
 
Good Food and Wine Show 
The Lockyer Valley was well and truly on the map last weekend with a great turnout at the Good Food 
and Wine Show in Brisbane. Our stand was one of the most popular at the event, with a number of 
local producers inundated as customers wanted to know more about their products. The Good Food 
and Wine Show attracts thousands of visitors each year and having a presence at this event provides 
us with an opportunity to increase tourism in our region. By sampling our food and distributing a 
number of Lockyer Valley Tourism Guides at the Good Food and Wine Show I have no doubt we will 
continue to see the flow-on benefits.  
 
Emergency Services Open Day 
While our presence was strong in Brisbane at the Good Food and Wine Show, it was just as strong in 
Laidley on Sunday at the Emergency Services Open Day. The free event was an opportunity for 
Lockyer Valley residents to meet our everyday local heroes who put their own lives on the line in 
order to keep us safe. The open day was a great opportunity to see first-hand what it takes to be part 
of our local emergency services in a fun and family friendly environment. There were a number of 
great demonstrations on the day and activities for the entire family. 
 
Laidley South Flood Mitigation Matters 
On Tuesday 21 October 2014 the Deputy Mayor and myself attended an onsite meeting with some 
residents from Laidley South in relation to flood mitigation works being undertaken in the area at 
present, in particular the following concerns were highlighted at this meeting: 

¶ The height of the levy bank 

¶ The length of the levy bank 

¶ The state of some blocks in area that have been vacated but not completely cleared and 
potential uses for these vacated blocks. 

 
Farming Forum  
Following the presentation by the Lock the Gate Alliance at the August meeting of Council, it is now 
proposed that Council host a farming forum to better understand the impacts of mining and gas 
exploration, and to reinforce the importance of farming and agriculture in the Lockyer Valley. It is 
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proposed that on the Sunday 9th November 2014 (this date being the earliest date that qualified 
speakers are able to attend) , that Council host a public forum at a suitable location in the region to 
give the Lockyer Valley community the opportunity to seek further information on the effects of mining 
and gas exploration on the land, water and local environment. It is also an opportunity to recognise 
and promote the significance of agriculture to this region and the national economy. 
 

RESOLUTION 

THAT Council host a Farming Forum on Sunday 9 November 2014 to provide an 
opportunity for the Lockyer Valley Community to seek further information on the 
impacts and effects of coal seam gas mining and mining in general on the 
environment, and recognise and promote the regions agricultural importance. 
Further; 
THAT invitations be made to Leaders of the Queensland political parties to attend. 
And Further; 
THAT it be noted that Council is not opposed to coal seam gas mining or exploration 
mining in general but that it is not suitable for the Lockyer Valley Region due to the 
impacts on its agricultural industry, which is so important to the community and the 
economy. 
 

Moved By:  Cr Pingel  Seconded By:  Cr Friend  

Resolution Number: 3701  

 

CARRIED  

7/0  

   
7.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLUTION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Lockyer Valley Regional Council 
held on Wednesday, 8 October 2014 be taken as read and confirmed. 

Further; 

THAT an amendment be made to resolution number 3683 to record Cr Friend as the 
seconder of the motion, and the motion as Lost. 

 

Moved By:  Cr Milligan  Seconded By:  Cr McDonald  

Resolution Number: 3702  

 

CARRIED  

7/0  
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8.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES  

Cr McLean highlighted business arising in relation to resolution number 3680 from the minutes 
of 8 October 2014 that she has been to the Laidley Recreation Reserves and believes that 
there are no longer any flying foxôs roosting in the trees situated near the skatepark.  The 
Mayor, Cr Jones accepted the comment and suggested that Council Staff undertake ongoing 
site visits to confirm the current situation. 

9.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS  

No Receival of Committee Reports as Minutes at time of print run 

10.0 EXECUTIVE OFFICE REPORTS 

10.1 Acting Chief Executive Officer's Report  
 
Date: 17 October 2014 
Author: Jason Bradshaw, Acting Chief Executive Officer  
Responsible Officer: Jason Bradshaw, Acting Chief Executive Officer   
File No: Formal Papers         
 

Summary: 
 
In the absence of the CEO, the following matters are brought to Councilôs attention for information and 

review. Where further action is required outside of current arrangements a resolution will be 

proposed.  

Officerôs Recommendation:  
THAT the Acting Chief Executive Officerôs Report be received and adopted. 
 

 

RESOLUTION 

THAT the Acting Chief Executive Officerôs Report be received and adopted. 
 

Moved By:  Cr Friend  Seconded By:  Cr McDonald  

Resolution Number: 3703  

 

CARRIED  

7/0 

RESOLUTION 
THAT Council highlight itôs concerns via appropriate media channels, on the valuation 
and the service fees being charge to Council for Land Valuation Services in the 
current economic climate, and specifically when no re-valuation is occurring. 

 

Moved By:  Cr Pingel  Seconded By:  Cr Holstein  
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Resolution Number: 3704  

 

CARRIED  

7/0  

 
Report 
 
1. Introduction 

 
The report provides a further update on key matters arising and being addressed and on 
significant items of information since the last report. 
 

2. Background 
 
The previous reports provide the background information in case of matters ongoing and only 
progress is being reporting during the current reporting period on those matters. 
 

3. Report 
 
Annual Valuation  
The Valuer-General under the Land Valuation Act 2010, is required to consider an annual 
valuation of all land in a local government area. For the upcoming year to June 2015, the 
Valuer-General has decided not to undertake a valuation in 2015 for the Lockyer Valley after 
considering feedback from consultation across local and industry groups. 
 
Queensland Audit Office Annual Report 2013/14 
The Premier has tabled the Annual Report to Parliament for the Queensland Audit Office 
activities over the last 12 months, it records services to the Parliament and the public sector, 
support of government business and an analysis of the financial performance of the State.  
The Annual report 2013/14 is available at www.qao.qld.gov.au . 
 
District Disaster Boundaries  
A review of the District Disaster Boundaries is still ongoing and the Steering Committee 
undertaking that assessment is providing recommendations on the changes to any boundary 
structures. This Steering Committee is scheduled to meet again on the 24th October 2014.   
 
New Award for Local Government 
The new award is simpler to understand than the 19 separate awards it replaced, the number 
of pay levels operating in local government has been cut from more than 200 to just 21, and 
the raft of dated, overlapping, complicated and at times irrelevant staff allowances has also 
been abolished in favour of 19 simple-to-understand allowances. 
 
The financial position of Queensland councils over the past three or four years is deeply 
concerning, as confirmed by the Auditor-General's Office and in other independent reports. 
Unlike state and federal governments, local councils have to balance budgets year after year. 
Councils cannot borrow to pay wages, nor can they lump ratepayers with punishingly high 
rates and wind back capital spending to dangerous levels in order to help preserve working 
conditions. There is no silver bullet that can guarantee a viable future for local government. 
Only hard work, innovation, a commitment to continuous improvement, and increased 
productivity in every aspect of what councils do, can do that. 

http://www.qao.qld.gov.au/
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Emergency Management Assurance Framework 
The shared responsibility for emergency management in Queensland is now guided by the 
Emergency Management Assurance Framework recently launched by the Minister for Police, 
Fire and Emergency Services, and is supported by the Inspector-General of Emergency 
Management (IGEM) to ensure that the best possible whole-of-government and whole-of-
community arrangements are in place to deal with emergencies and disasters. The Disaster 
Management Act provides for the Office of IGEM to review disaster management 
arrangements in Queensland. For this year, the following reviews have been identified: 
1. A Review of State Agency integration regarding Disaster Management at a Local and 

District level 
2. A Review of Sheltering Arrangements (Cyclone Storm Surge) 
3. A Review of Local Governmentôs Emergency Warning Capability 
Submissions on these reviews are due by 31st October 2014.  
Review details are attached. (Appendix 1)  
 
National Stronger Regions Fund 
This fund will invest $1B over five years to support the investment in priority economic and 
infrastructure areas in regions, particularly those regions needing assistance to stimulate 
growth. The first projects will be funded in 2015-16. Local Government and not-for-profit 
organisations are eligible to apply for grants of between $20k and $10M, with finding to be 
matched dollar for dollar and projects to be completed by December 2019. While the fund is 
not just accessible by local government, it is designed to stimulate regional growth, something 
which benefits local communities, and this is also welcomed by councils.  Applications for 
Round 1 are to be submitted by the 28th November, with assessment due by the end of March 
2015, and projects announced in May 2015. Round 2 applications will be between May 2015 
and July 2015.  
 
Reform of the Federation ï Issues Paper 
ALGA has lodged its comment on the first Issues Paper released as part of the Reform of the 
Federation White Paper process. 
 
The issues paper has been developed in consultation with the States and Territories and the 
Australian Local Government Association and sets out key matters the White Paper on the 
Reform or Federation will consider. 
 
This includes the allocation of roles and responsibilities within the Federation, federal financial 
relations, governance arrangements and performance reporting. 
 
ALGAôs initial comments provide a broad perspective on the questions raised in the Issues 
Paper including the need for the roles and responsibilities of all levels of government to be 
able to vary according to the need for government involvement, the capacity of each level of 
government and the changing perceptions of national interest and existing responsibilities. 
 
ALGA also argues that the Commonwealth should fund activities that are of a national interest, 
such as the Roads to Recovery Program, which delivers improved road safety outcomes and 
adds to national productivity; and augments local governmentôs own investment in this area. 
 
Please find attached ALGA Submission.  Appendix 2 
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Following the workshop discussion with Councillors last week, a response has been provided 
to the LGAQ survey, highlighting the key issues raised in the discussion. This response was 
provided on Friday 17th October. 
 
LGAQ Member Satisfaction Survey 
The LGAQ has for the last three years or so been undertaking a memberôs satisfaction survey, 
tracking the effectiveness of service and communications to Council. The survey process was 
to begin in October, with each Council surveyed once per year. 
 
Natural Disaster Funding Arrangements Public hearings 
The Productivity Commission will hold hearings in Sydney, Melbourne, Townsville and 
Brisbane in late October as part of its review of natural disaster funding arrangements. 
Locations, dates and times are available from the Commission's website. 
 
The public hearings provide participants with the opportunity to elaborate on their submissions 
and to discuss issues with Commissioners. Those who lodge submissions are encouraged, 
but are under no obligation, to appear at the public hearings. 
 
Submissions on the Productivity Commission's draft report into disaster funding arrangements 
will be accepted until Tuesday 21 October 2014, and a further submission has been prepared 
and submitted.  
 
ALGA will lodge a submission on the draft report which will be available on the ALGA website 
next week, and ALGA will be appearing before the Commission in Melbourne. 
 
Council of Australian Governments (COAG) Meeting- October 
ALGA President attends the COAG Meetings and the Communique from the 38th COAG 
Meeting is attached at Appendix 3.  
 
Regional Development Australia Committee Review 
Deputy Prime Minister Warren Truss updated delegates at the Sustainable Economic Growth 
for Regional Australia conference in Alice Springs last week on the outcomes of the review of 
the Regional Development Australia (RDA) model. 
 
Mr Truss told the conference that the government will retain the existing 55 RDA committees 
which will be expected to focus more strongly on regional economic development and 
facilitating local projects that aim to make a difference for their local communities. 
 
RDA committees will be funded to: 

¶ maintain and keep current a three to five year regional plan; 

¶ advise on priority activities that will drive regional economic development; 

¶ assist local community stakeholders to develop project proposals, including applications for 
the National Stronger Regions Fund; 

¶ provide advice to the government on critical issues affecting each region; and 

¶ be a mechanism to increase awareness of Australian Government programs in their 
communities. 

Mr Truss said the appointment process to RDA's will also be simplified. The chair and deputy 
chair will be appointed by the government, jointly with State and Territories where they are 

http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/disaster-funding
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funding partners. The Chair and Deputy will make appointments to fill committee vacancies 
themselves. The importance of engagement with local government was also stressed. 
 
Resilient Australia Awards 
The Lockyer Valley can lay claim to being one of most emergency-prepared regions in 
Queensland following strong representation at the 2014 Get Ready Queensland ï Resilient 
Australia Awards night. Held on 16 October, the awards recognise the best initiatives across 
Queensland with the Lockyer Valley region shining in two categories. 
 
The Lockyer Valley Regional Council was presented with a State Highly Commended Award 
for its work in Disaster Management Resilience.  Following the 2011 flood event, a number of 
isolated, impacted communities, sought the support of Council to establish disaster 
management committees. Council listened to the community and came up with a plan on what 
was the best way to move forward and the formation of Lockyer Valley Local Disaster 
Community Coordination Committees (LDCCCs) was one of the initiatives implemented. 
 
Coordinated by Council, the LDCCCs are a collaborative partnership between Council and 
communities vulnerable to natural disasters. Committee members are comprised of local 
community leaders, influencers and members who are committed to partnering with 
government to improve their communityôs resilience to disasters. 
 
In more good news for the Lockyer Valley, Laidley District High School was commended in the 
Education and Research category. The schoolôs Roadmap to Recovery entry focused on a 
number of initiatives which focused on building positive relationships within the Laidley 
community. With the help from a number of volunteers, the school is a hub for the community 
with the church, indigenous playgroup and external agencies in counselling (Butterfly Kids, 
Artius) all contributing to this award.  
 

4. Conclusion  
That the Chief Executive Officerôs Report be received and adopted. 

 
 

Attachments 

1View  Appendix 1  

2View  Appendix 2 ALGA Submission  

3View  Appendix 3 COAG Communication   
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