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1.0

MEETING OPENED

The meeting commenced at 2.00 pm
The Mayor, Cr Jones as Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed all present. Pastor Rick Amour led the
meeting in prayer following a minute silence for those persons recently deceased.

2.0

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

RESOLUTION
THAT Leave of Absence be granted to Councillor McLean, who has tendered an
apology due to family reasons.
Moved By:

Cr Friend

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3876

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0

3.0

CONDOLENCES/GET WELL WISHES

3.1

Condolences/Get Well Wishes

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Susan Boland, Council Business Support Officer
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Formal Papers

RESOLUTION
THAT letters of condolence be forwarded to the families of the recently deceased
persons in the Lockyer Valley region.
Moved By:

Cr Holstein

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3877

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
6/0
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4.0

DECLARATION OF ANY MATERIAL PERSONAL INTERESTS/CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST BY COUNCILLORS AND SENIOR COUNCIL OFFICERS

4.1

Declaration of Material Personal Interest on any Item of Business
Pursuant to Section 172 of the Local Government Act 2009,a councillor who has a material
personal interest in an issue to be considered at a meeting of the local government, or any of
its committees must –

4.2

(a)

inform the meeting of the councillor’s material personal interest in the matter; and

(b)

leave the meeting room (including any area set aside for the public), and stay out of
the meeting room while the matter is being discussed and voted on.

Declaration of Conflict of Interest on any Item of Business
Pursuant to Section 173 of the Local Government Act 2009,a councillor who has a real or
perceived conflict of interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the local government,
or any of its committees must inform the meeting about the councillor’s personal interest in the
matter and if the councillor participates in the meeting in relation to the matter, how the
councillor intends to deal with the real or perceived conflict of interest.
No declarations were made by Councillors at this time.

5.0

DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS
No Deputations/Presentations
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6.0

MAYORAL MINUTE

6.1

Mayoral Minute

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Jason Cubit, Executive Liaison Officer Mayor/CEO
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

Tropical Cyclone Marcia Weather event
Council was on alert and well prepared for the Cyclone Marcia weather event which impacted areas
of Central and Southern Queensland last week and over the weekend. Thankfully the Lockyer Valley
was spared the worst of the weather however it was a good exercise to show just how prepared this
Council now is for a severe weather event. While there was a level of anxiety in the community,
generally caused by those who said the Lockyer Valley would flood, Council communicated key
messages to the community well and it proved to be a positive outcome. There were other matters of
concern relating to disaster declarations and district actions that will require some clarification from
the government and agencies involved. Council has been providing assistance to Livingstone Shire
Council in Council 2 Council arrangements through the LGAQ.
Lights on the Hill Convoy
The annual Lights on the Hill Convoy will be held tomorrow with the event moving to a new location at
the Gatton Racecourse due to it outgrowing the space available at the current Gatton Showgrounds.
Well done to the Lights on the Hill Committee and the Lockyer Race Club in coming to an agreement
with the new location for the event. Council was also instrumental in assisting in the move and with
the weather forecast looking pretty good there shouldn’t be any major issues.
Community Facilities Opening
The opening of two major projects for the region were held over the last month. The Laidley Sports
Complex was officially opened on Saturday 31 January and the Lockyer Valley Aquatic Centre was
officially opened on Saturday 7 February. Both the projects involved significant investment of Council
resources and are magnificent community facilities.
Royal Easter Show Update + Fergies for the Bush
It is very pleasing to see that five out of the seven Councillors will represent Council on our stand at
this year’s Sydney Royal Easter Show. A Councillor will be present on the stand on each day of the
Show with the roster now finalised and travel arrangements underway. Plans are well progressed for
Council’s display and along with a special event in Martin Place two days before the Show, we will be
well placed to again promote the Lockyer Valley strongly. As an added initiative, Council will partner
with Rotary to deliver the ‘Fergies for the Bush’ drought appeal initiative with Council to announce
further details about that soon.
Meetings in Canberra regarding food processing facility
Earlier this week I was in Canberra to speak with Federal authorities about the proposed fruit and
vegetable cannery facility for the Lockyer Valley. Obviously representatives of the facility will address
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Council at a future meeting, but I want it put strongly on the record that Council has not agreed to give
this project a bank guarantee at this point and in fact Council has not even yet discussed it. We are
working to assist the group with possible funding alternatives from Government and will hopefully
have an announcement on that in the very near future.
Positive Media for Council
There have been a number of issues recently where Council has been able to promote the region
positively in the media through events such as the opening of the Laidley Sports Complex and the
Lockyer Valley Sports and Aquatic Centre. The frozen berries scare has also allowed Council to put
forward the benefits of the Australian-owned, Australian-grown cannery facility in the media and this
has happened this week through interviews on the Alan Jones Show on 2GB, ABC Melbourne, ABC
Brisbane as well as Win News Toowoomba.

Officer's Recommendation:
THAT the Mayoral Minute be received and noted.

RESOLUTION
It was RESOLVED that the Mayoral Minute be received and noted.
RESOLUTION:
THAT Council forward correspondence to the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP,
Premier of Queensland and Minister for Arts seeking clarification of the process for
disaster declaration, in relation to the recent disaster event and the proposed actions
from the District Disaster Management Group.
Further;
THAT Council request a full disclosure of what actions happened and what was
intended to happen.
Moved By:

Cr Jones

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3878

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
6/0
It was noted that Council is to provide media statements highlighting that the design and construction
of the Lockyer Valley Sports and Aquatic Centre has been certified as meeting all standards and all
standards and requirements.
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7.0

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

7.1

Confirmation of Ordinary Meeting Minutes of 28 January 2015

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

RESOLUTION
THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council of Lockyer Valley Regional Council held on
Wednesday, 28 January 2015 be taken as read and confirmed subject to the
amendments of Item 10.1 “Chief Executive Officer’s Report - Resolution No. 3845” as
follows:
“THAT Council resolves to adopt the following Council Meeting structure for its decision
making framework (to be effective from 1st February 2015):
•
Councillor Workshop - 1st Tuesday of the month
•
Ordinary Meeting – 2nd Wednesday of the month (Strategic)
•
Tours/Inspections – 4th Tuesday of the month
•
Ordinary Meeting - 4th Wednesday of month (General)
•
Special Meetings (as per LGA Provisions) as required.
Note: 3rd Week of the month – no meetings/workshops”;

and further, subject to the amendments of Item 17.4 “Proposed Property Transfer –
Laidley – Resolution No. 3869” as follows:
THAT with respect to the request by the flood devastated landowner of Lot 9 on RP158967 in
Laidley South to enter into a land swap arrangement with Council to relocate to a flood-free
lot, Council resolves to:
(a)
offer ‘in principle’ support for a land swap of part of Lot 5 RP158954 to the
landowner in exchange for Lot 9 on RP158967 subject to the landowner being
solely responsible for funding her relocation; and
(b)
delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to do all things necessary to:
(i) subdivide Lot 5 on RP158954 into two lots; and
(ii) investigate whether the exception in Section 236(1)(c)(v) of the Local
Government Regulation 2012 may apply to the disposal of part of Lot 5 on RP158954
and, if so, report back to Council or if not, to make an application for ministerial
exemption under Section 236(1)(f) of the Local Government Regulation 2012.
(a)
execute the contract before the 30th June 2015, and conclude the landswap
arrangement in full by the 31st December 2015.

Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3879

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
6/0
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7.2

Confirmation of Ordinary Meeting Minutes of 11 February 2015

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

RESOLUTION
THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Lockyer Valley Regional Council held on
Wednesday 11 February 2015 be taken as read and confirmed.
Moved By:

Cr Friend

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3880

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0

8.0

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES
No Business Arising from Minutes

9.0

COMMITTEE REPORTS
No Receival of Committee Reports as Minutes
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Item Number:
File Number:
Councillor:
SUBJECT:

9.1
Formal Papers
Cr Steve Jones
AMEND THE ORDER OF BUSINESS

RESOLUTION
THAT Council bring forward Item 14.3 “Application for Development Permit for Material
Change of Use for Temporary Accommodation (300 Workers) on Lot 16 SP105106, located at
164 Postmans Ridge Road, Helidon Spa”.

Moved By:

Cr Holstein

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3881

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
6/0
14.3 Application for Development Permit for Material Change of Use for Temporary
Accommodation (300 Workers) on Lot 16 SP105106, located at 164 Postmans Ridge Road,
Helidon Spa
Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Hayley O'Brien, Senior Planner Development Assessment
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
It is recommended that the application for Material Change of Use for Temporary Workers
Accommodation (300 Workers) at 164 Postmans Ridge Road, Helidon Spa (Lot 16 SP105106) be
refused. It is considered that the proposal does not comply with the planning intent for the rural
residential area in which it proposed to be located. A total of 19 submissions opposing the proposal
were received.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT pursuant to Section 324 of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the application for
a Development Permit for Material Change of Use for Temporary Accommodation (300
Workers) on land described as Lot 16 SP105106 located at 164 Postmans Ridge Road,
Helidon Spa be refused on the following grounds –
1. The proposal would generate amenity impacts in the rural residential locality in
which it is proposed that conflict with Desired Environmental Outcome 3.1(3)(g) of
the Gatton Shire Planning Scheme;
2. The density of the proposal is far in excess of that which prevails in the rural
residential locality in which it is proposed and so conflicts with Overall Outcome
4.29(2)(a) of the Gatton Shire Planning Scheme; and
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3. The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the Rural Residential Zone in
which it is proposed to be located and so conflicts with Specific Outcome s.4.30(e)
of the Gatton Shire Planning Scheme.

RESOLUTION
THAT pursuant to Section 324 of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the application for
a Development Permit for Material Change of Use for Temporary Accommodation (300
Workers) on land described as Lot 16 SP105106 located at 164 Postmans Ridge Road,
Helidon Spa be refused on the following grounds –
1. The proposal would generate amenity impacts in the rural residential locality in
which it is proposed that conflict with Desired Environmental Outcome 3.1(3)(g) of
the Gatton Shire Planning Scheme;
2. The density of the proposal is far in excess of that which prevails in the rural
residential locality in which it is proposed and so conflicts with Overall Outcome
4.29(2)(a) of the Gatton Shire Planning Scheme; and
3. The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the Rural Residential Zone in
which it is proposed to be located and so conflicts with Specific Outcome s.4.30(e)
of the Gatton Shire Planning Scheme.
Moved By:

Cr Holstein

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3882

Cr Friend

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
The development application lodged on 25 July 2014 seeks approval of Material Change of Use
for Temporary Workers Accommodation for 300 persons on a rural residential property located
at 164 Postmans Ridge Road, Helidon Spa.

2.

Background
The application indicates that the facility is being provided for the Toowoomba Second Range
Crossing project and all buildings and works will be removed and the site rehabilitated at the
conclusion of the project. The applicant has sought a currency period of five years only for the
proposed use to reflect the temporary nature of the proposal.
The range crossing project is scheduled for construction between late 2015 and late 2018, and it
is estimated to have a total project workforce of about 1,800. The project will require a skilled
workforce of a scale, and over the estimated three year project timeframe cannot be supplied by
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the local labour market. As a result workers sourced for the project from outside the region will
need to be accommodated locally for the duration of their work on the project.
3.

Report

3.1

Subject Land
The property is located at 164 Postmans Ridge Road, at Helidon Spa on the northern side of
Postmans Ridge Road, and is 8.085 hectares in area. It is in located close to the eastern end of
the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing corridor within an existing rural residential area
comprising approximately 60 properties of between one and four hectares in area. It is also
adjacent to the Toowoomba Kart Club track facility located in Snelling Road. The location of the
subject site, the surrounding rural residential areas and the Go Kart track to the east of the site
are shown below.

3.2

Proposal
The proposed development is for 300 single accommodation units and will include:
dining/kitchen building, administration building, ablutions and first aid building, laundry buildings,
gym building and recreation building. The proposal will have a combined building area of
5,857m2 or 7.24%, of the site, together with car parking for 200 vehicles and a passenger set
down area. Access will be gained from Snelling Road. The site plan of the proposed
development is shown below.
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3.3 Assessment
The application is required to be assessed and determined under the Sustainable Planning Act
2009 (SPA). In accordance with SPA and the Gatton Shire Council Planning Scheme 2007 the
use is assessable development and requires Impact Assessment. Council issued an Information
Request on 5 September 2014 requesting the applicant to provide a Traffic Impact Assessment
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Report and a Waste Management Assessment Report. The applicant provided the information
requested in full on 17 November 2014.
3.3.1 Public Notification
The application was publicly notified for fifteen business days from 20 November 2014 to 12
December 2014, and actions completed as required by SPA. Nineteen properly made
submissions were received by Council. The matters raised in the submissions have been
summarised and a response provided below.
Concerns about amenity impacts
The following concerns regarding amenity impacts are raised in the submissions:
 The density of the proposal is not suitable for the area;
 That need for the proposal in its current location has not been demonstrated;
 Recommendation of workers being accommodated at existing Helidon Spa Caravan Park
instead of building new premises in rural residential area;
 Concern regarding potential 24 hour operation of facility and associated traffic;
 Loss of existing rural amenity and scenic value;
 Negative impact on social structure of community;
 Risk of increased crime activity and loss of privacy and safety for residents and children of
the area;
 Unacceptable lighting and noise impacts; and
 Increased traffic impact to Postmans Ridge Road.
It is agreed that the residential density of the proposal far exceeds that which is supported by
the planning scheme and is well outside the expectations of residents of the area. Whilst Council
has no ability to direct the proponents to locate the proposal on another site, such as the
Helidon Spa Caravan Park, it is agreed that other more suitable locations are available. While
the concerns regarding increased crime risk and diminished levels of safety for residents and
children are probably unfounded, it is clear the use would, for the duration of its operation, cause
an adverse impact in terms of reduced amenity and increased traffic, lighting and noise impacts.
Concerns about environmental impacts
The following concerns regarding environmental impacts are raised in the submissions:
 Disruption to flora and fauna in particular endangered species in the area;
 Increased pollution to the area and roadways;
 Increased erosion due to construction and stormwater impacts;
 Increased dust nuisance during construction and ongoing for operations; and
 Likely damage to aquifers and creeks and water wildlife.
The property is not identified on any of the Department of Environment and Heritage regulatory
maps that identify protected vegetation, protected plants and koala habitats. It is considered that
the issues raised could be effectively mitigated through conditions attached to a development
approval.
Concerns about infrastructure impacts
The following concerns regarding infrastructure impacts are raised in the submissions:
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Proposed method of effluent disposal, and concern regarding grey water washing past
homes and into the nearby creek; and
Concerns regarding increased demand on an already struggling electricity infrastructure.

It is considered that the issues raised could be effectively mitigated through conditions attached
to a development approval although further work investigations would need to be undertaken to
assess the proposed method of wastewater treatment and disposal.
Other concerns raised in the submissions
The following concerns were also raised in the submissions:
 A lack of consultation for the surrounding residents and inadequate access to the
consultation that has occurred; and
 The temporary nature of the use and what happens when the use ceases;
 Lack of amenities in surrounding areas and lack of recreation options for workers.
Public notification of the application met all statutory requirements. The application proposes
that when the accommodation is no longer required the site will be returned to its present state.
The proposal incorporates recreational facilities including a gymnasium.
3.3.2 State Assessment and Referral
It is a requirement of SPA that the application is referred to the Department of State
Development Infrastructure and Planning (DSDIP) as the State Assessment and Referral
Agency. The State interests that trigger this requirement are as follows:
 SEQ Regional Plan – Schedule 7, Table 3, Item 12;
 State Transport Infrastructure – Schedule 7, Table 3, Item 2;
 Environmentally Relevant Activity – Schedule 3, Table 2, Part 1
Correspondence was received on 8 October 2014 from DSDIP advising that it has no
requirements relating to the application.
3.3.2 Gatton Shire Planning Scheme
It is considered that the proposed development is contrary to Desired Environmental Outcome
3.1(3)(g) of the planning scheme which provides that:
Urban and rural residential development in Gatton Shire occurs in discrete centres or
localities that provide a sense of place and community identity, and possess a high level
of safety, convenience and amenity for residents.
Whilst the use is residential in nature, it would if approved result in a much higher density than is
anticipated in the existing low density rural residential community. It is considered that the use
would undermine the amenity of the rural residential area in which it is located and that this
alone provides sufficient planning grounds to warrant a recommendation of refusal.
This aspect is fundamentally undermined by the proposed development, as well as there is
being no effective buffer between the existing neighbourhood and the incompatible activity, in
this case being the workers accommodation use. New development in the precinct should
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achieve acceptable standards in relation to the siting and design of buildings; in this case being
the existing standard in this area where there is buffering vegetation surrounding each dwelling
on each property. Whilst it is understood that the applicant has offered to establish landscaping
buffers and screen fencing, it can be determined that this appearance is not suitable for the
existing environment and therefore establishes that there is no effective buffer between the
existing neighbourhood and the incompatible activity.
The proposed development is also contrary to Overall Outcome 4.29(2)(a) of the planning
scheme which provides that:
Rural residential development is accommodated in the Shire as a legitimate form of
residential development, providing for the establishment of large lots and a semi-rural
lifestyle, with appropriate provision of on-site services or connection to town services.
Again, whilst the use is residential, the density is inconsistent with that which would be
consistent with a semi-rural lifestyle. The accommodation of 300 persons on an 8 hectare site
equates to a density of 37.5 persons per hectare. This contrasts with the prevailing density in
the rural residential locality in which the facility is proposed which is between 0.8 and 4.0
persons per hectare.
Furthermore, Specific Outcome 4.30(e) of the planning scheme provides that:
All other defined uses and other not defined uses, not specifically identified in Table 1 are
not consistent with the purpose of the zone.
The proposed 300 person worker’s accommodation facility is a use that is not defined in Table 1
for the Rural Residential Zone and so is not consistent with the purpose of the zone.
In addition, the Traffic Impact Assessment Report provided with the application has advised
there will be a significant traffic increase on Snelling Road for direct access to the site and
Postmans Ridge Road as the sole access to Snelling Road. The report specifically identifies that
all service and deliveries will be staggered throughout the day in addition to the change of shift
traffic as workers arrive and leave the site in accordance with the normal resident commuter
traffic in line with business hours. As construction on the bypass commences, the premises will
also utilise a number of buses to transport the workers to the various work sites along the
corridor. It is considered that despite the above, this increase in traffic is beyond what is a
reasonable expectation for this rural residential area.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
The refusal of the application upholds Council policy for use of this land. There is a risk that if
the application is refused the applicant may bring an appeal against this decision in the Planning
and Environment Court.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
If Council’s decision is appealed by the applicant there will be costs that will arise from
defending the appeal.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
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There are no implications for delegations or authorisations arising from the refusal.
7.

Communication and Engagement
There are no communication implications. Advice of the decision will be provided to the
applicant and the submitter in accordance with statutory requirements SPA.

8.

Conclusion
It is recommended that the Material Change of Use application for Temporary Workers
Accommodation (300 persons) be refused.

9.

Action/s
It is recommended that Council refuse the application for a Development Permit for Material
Change of Use for Temporary Accommodation (300 Workers) on land described as Lot 16
SP105106 located at 164 Postmans Ridge Road, Helidon Spa be refused in accordance with
the Officer’s Recommendation.
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10.0

EXECUTIVE OFFICE REPORTS

10.1

Chief Executive Officer's Report

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

13 February 2015
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

Summary:
This report is to update Council on the key issues currently being actioned and on the significant
items of information presently at hand.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT the Chief Executive Officer’s Report be received and adopted.

RESOLUTION
THAT the Chief Executive Officer’s Report be received and adopted.
Moved By:

Cr McDonald
Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3883

Cr Milligan

CARRIED
6/0
Report
Correspondence
Forest Hill Flood Mitigation and Creek Clearing Program
Council has previously engaged correspondence and attended meetings with the Hon David Crisafulli
MP, Minister for Local Government, Community Recovery and Resilience in relation to the Forest Hill
Flood Mitigation and Creek Clearing Program. Agreement was reached and assurance was given
that the funding was secured, however this commitment was not confirmed in writing.
A response has been received from the Acting Director-General, Department of Local Government,
Community Recovery and Resilience advising that no formal approval was provided by the Minister to
the change of project scope prior to the election being called and the Government assuming caretaker
role. As the caretaker period is still in force, the Minister cannot now make a decision on this matter
and the Department has no alternative but to refer the matter to the new Minister for decision.
The matter will now be taken up with the Hon Jackie Trad MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport,
Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade.
Lockyer Valley Regional Council Meeting Structure 2015

Attachment Error! No document
variable supplied.
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Correspondence was received from the Acting Director-General, Department of Local Government,
Community Recovery & Resilience regarding Council’s resolution passed at the meeting of 28
January 2015 to adopt its meeting structure for 2015.
The Acting Director-General’s correspondence dated 11/2/15 and Council’s response dated 12/2/15
to the Acting Director-General is attached for information. The Acting Director-General’s further
correspondence dated 25 February 2015 acknowledging Council’s advice is also attached for
information.
Outgoing Message from Minister
Correspondence has been received on behalf of Council from the Hon David Crisafulli, Minister for
Local Government, Community Recovery and Resilience acknowledging his time as Minister will
come to an end in the near future and expressing his pleasure in having worked with Council over the
past three years in his capacity as the Minister for Local Government, Community Recovery and
Resilience. The Minister thanks Council for its co-operation and contribution to the achievements of
the Newman Government for the betterment of both State and Local Government. The Minister’s
letter is attached for your information.
Queensland State Election
The 2015 Queensland State Election has resulted in the Queensland Labor Party with the support of
Independent MP Peter Wellington gaining the necessary numbers in the Parliament to form
Government. Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and her cabinet team have been sworn in by Governor
Paul de Jersey and have now taken up office. The full cabinet list is attached and accessed
at http://www.cabinet.qld.gov.au/ministers.aspx Further announcements are awaited on the makeup of the Government’s Directors-General appointments following confirmation that Dave Stewart is to
assume the role of Director-General to the Office of the Premier and Cabinet.
Locally, sitting LNP member Ian Rickuss was returned having been declared the winner over One
Nation Leader Pauline Hanson, his 18.6 per cent margin slashed to just .22 of a per cent, or 114
votes. The Lockyer electorate is now the most marginal seat in all of Queensland. It is anticipated Mr
Rickuss will return to the opposition backbench pending further announcements from Opposition
Leader Lawrence Springborg. The shadow cabinet has since been announced and is available to
view at the following link https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/members/current/list/current-shadowministers
Corporate Communications
The focus of the Corporate Communications Team during the last month was centred around the
opening of $15 million worth of community infrastructure within a seven day period.
Both the opening of the Laidley Sports and Multipurpose Complex and Lockyer Valley Sports and
Aquatic Centre received good media coverage as well as overwhelmingly positive community
feedback.
The feedback from the community was not only that Council got the balance of marketing right for
each event, but more importantly, that the community are more than happy with the standard of each
facility and intend to frequent each venue.
A short video presentation marking both events was put together and posted on Facebook with
positive results. Refer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rr4Quvm1HAM&feature=youtu.be
Attachment 1
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To have sporting greats such as Andy Bichel, Shane Webcke, Tommy Raudonikis, Derek Boyer and
Australian gold medallist and world’s fastest female freestyle swimmer in both the 50 and 100 metre
events, Kate Campbell promote not only Council infrastructure but the region as a whole, is a real
feather in the cap for Council and a rare and unique opportunity for local residents.
Lockyer Valley Fruit and Vegetable Processing Company
The unfortunate confusion created by a media statement mistakenly released by the company was
clarified from a media release from Council stating that no decision to provide the company with a
bank guarantee for the construction of the cannery facility had been made by Council. Council’s
position is that this is a matter for the State or Federal Government and that assistance be provided to
the company in lobbying to that effect.
A media release was prepared and distributed to National media regarding the imported frozen
berries scare and the fact that a cannery facility in the Lockyer Valley is needed more than ever. This
release had good pick-up Australia wide with the Mayor due to conduct interviews on ABC Melbourne,
4BC, and the Alan Jones Show.
Littering and Illegal Dumping Community and Industry Partnership Project
Work continues to progress on the Littering and Illegal Dumping Campaign.
Through the assistance of a stakeholder group, that included members of the Withcott Litter Patrol,
Anuha Services and Council representatives, creative concepts were created to support this
campaign with a suite of marketing material currently being created. To date designs have been
developed for poster adverts, signage (corflutes), vehicle signage, postcards, information flyers,
stickers and billboards. All marketing collateral has final tweaks/changes being made in preparation
for print.
Council has booked two separate billboards that are going to be displayed in Gatton (focus on impact
of litter on food bowl) and Withcott (high traffic, commuter litter hot spot). The Withcott billboard goes
live on site late February with the Gatton site up in late March.
A Litterbug mascot has also been ordered and online sliders provided for IT to go live on Council’s
website. The Corporate Communications team is working with Waste to develop a video to
accompany this campaign. To further promote the campaign, regular media releases will be
distributed as well as a competition for schools and the community. The concept of this competition is
that ‘We Need your Ideas to Clean Up the Lockyer’.
Gatton Revitalisation
Officers have commenced work on the new initiative targeting the revitalisation of Gatton drawing on
learnings from the Laidley Futures initiative. It is anticipated that the Gatton initiative will have strong
focus on the built environment but will look to engaging local business and other levels of government
to drive positive economic actions in Gatton. This initiative was envisaged in Council’s endorsed
Economic Development Plan. Terms of reference for the Project Steering Group are being drafted
as is an initial cut at potential projects and tasks for the group to deliver. The first meeting of this new
group is planned for early March 2015.
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Taskforces
A review of the network of taskforces established under the recovery and resilience framework is
underway in consultation with stakeholders and a report with recommendations is anticipated to be
presented to Council at the March meeting.
Regional Development Australia
Kathy Bensted has been reappointed as Chairperson of Regional Development Australia Ipswich and
West Moreton Management Committee. The RDA Management Committee will be visiting the
Lockyer Valley on Wednesday 25 February to discuss partnership and project opportunities in the
near future.
2015 Awards of Excellence Parks & Leisure Australia
Local Governments are well known for planning and developing creative, innovative and very practical
parks, leisure facilities and programmes to serve their communities. In the context of creativeness
and innovation many local government projects, events and programmes are deserving of recognition
by the industry. The Parks and Leisure Australia Awards for Excellence is an important part of
recognising the efforts of those who have made valuable contributions to the improvement of our
parks and leisure opportunities.
Submissions are being prepared for the Laidley Multipurpose Sports Centre and the Lockyer Valley
Sports & Aquatic Centre. Entries must be received by 20 March 2015.
2015 National Awards for Local Government
Council has prepared a submission for the National Awards for Local Government targeting Council's
efforts to support and promote local product and producers to new domestic and overseas markets.
The submission will be made under the "Contributing to Regional Growth" category and is due at the
end of February.
The Awards are administered by the Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure and Regional
Development with support from sponsoring Australian Government departments. They are intended
to recognise the important role of local governments in delivering targeted quality services to
Australians in urban and regional communities.
Efficiency Savings
Council incorporated a number of savings measures into the 2014/15 budget in order to improve its
overall operating position. The December quarter budget review has included a review of the progress
against these savings as well as additional savings not previously included in the budget.
It is pleasing to see that a significant net improvement in Councils budgeted operating result has been
achieved with further positive impacts on operations still to come. The Executive and Management
teams are to be congratulated on their ongoing efforts to continually enhance operational efficiencies.
Weather Event
At the time of writing, all necessary preparations are in hand for the pending weather system impacts
of Tropical Cyclone Marcia with both the Local Disaster Management Group (LDMG) and the Local
Attachment 1
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Disaster Co-ordination Centre (LDCC) at ALERT status. The situation will continue to be monitored
and activities will be increased as the event intensifies.
LVRC Anniversary
It’s hard to believe that next month, we celebrate the seventh anniversary of the Lockyer Valley
Regional Council coming into being since the Gatton and Laidley Councils were amalgamated.
In that time we have been hit by two devastating flood events as well as far-reaching reforms from two
different State Government administrations, but as a Council we have pulled together and come out
the other side a stronger and more resilient organisation. We are well on the road to rebuilding the
Lockyer better and over time have introduced systems that allow for a more seamless operation.
We have accomplished a lot in the last seven years and as we head forward, we will continue to strive
to make the Lockyer Valley a region we can all be proud of and the region of choice for vibrant rural
living.
Coming Events
Clean Up Australia Day
ALGWA National Conference
Royal Easter Show – Sydney
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Anzac Day

1/3/15
25/3/15
26/3 – 8/4/15
3/4/15
6/4/15
25/4/15

Conclusion
That the Chief Executive Officer’s Report be received and adopted.

Attachments
1
2
3
4
5

Meeting Structure letter from Acting Director-General
Meeting Structure response from LVRC
Meeting Structure acknowledgement from Acting DG - advice to LVRC
Minister Crisafulli - outgoing message
Queensland Cabinet & Ministerial Directory
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10.2

Australian of the Year Awards

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

13 February 2015
Vickie Wieland, EA to Chief Executive Officer
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

Summary:
National Australia Day Council is seeking nominations of 2015 Citizens of the Year for the 2016
Australian of the Year Awards.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT the Lockyer Valley Regional Council 2015 Australia Day Citizen of the Year and
Young Citizen of the Year Award recipients details be provided to the National
Australia Day Council for inclusion in the nominations for the 2016 Australian of the
Year Awards.

RESOLUTION
THAT the Lockyer Valley Regional Council 2015 Australia Day Citizen of the Year and
Young Citizen of the Year Award recipients details be provided to the National
Australia Day Council for inclusion in the nominations for the 2016 Australian of the
Year Awards.
Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3884

Cr Holstein

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
Correspondence has been received from the National Australia Day Council seeking
nominations from all of the nation’s achievers recognised through the Australian of the Year
Awards.

2.

Background
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2016 Australian of the Year Awards. The
National Australia Day Council are encouraging all Councils to put forward their 2015 Citizens
of the Year for consideration for their 2016 Awards.
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3.

Report
Nominees will be considered for the Australian of the Year, Senior Australian of the Year,
Young Australian of the Year or Local Hero categories.

4.

Policy and Legal Implications
There are no specific policy issues to be addressed.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
Budget impacts will continue to be addressed through existing allocation and re-prioritisation
as required.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
No delegations are required to manage the issues raised in this report.

7.

Communication and Engagement
The matters arising from this report that require further communication and engagement will
be addressed through existing channels. Any promotion will be consistent with the State
Government advice and information.

8.

Conclusion
It is requested that Council adopts the recommendation contained in this report.

9.

Action/s
Provide the National Australia Day Council with the details of Lockyer Valley Regional
Council’s 2015 Australia Day Citizen of the Year and Young Citizen of the Year Award
recipients for inclusion in the nominations for the 2016 Australian of the Year Awards.
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10.3

International Women's Day

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

13 February 2015
Vickie Wieland, EA to Chief Executive Officer
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

Summary:
International Women’s Day will be celebrated on 8 March 2015 and the Director-General, Michael
Hogan, from the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services invites Council to
join in the celebrations by either organising an event or by promoting this event within the community.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council support International Women’s Day on 8 March 2015 by displaying the
promotional material in the Customer Service Centre and promoting the event through
Council Corporate Communications.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council support International Women’s Day on 8 March 2015 by displaying the
promotional material in the Customer Service Centre and promoting the event through
Council Corporate Communications.
Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3885

Cr Holstein

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
International Women’s Day (IWD), held globally in March each year, celebrates the economic,
political and social achievements of women in the past, present and future. This iconic day
highlights and recognises the achievements of women and their contributions to our
communities. The 2015 theme is “Make it Happen”. This theme invites women and girls to
come together and support each other to achieve their aspirations.

2.

Background
The Queensland Government is committed to ensuring that information and services are
provided to women in need, and this year’s International Women’s Day materials feature the
contact details for Women’s Infolink service. A telephone number is provided and website
details are available that enables Queensland women to connect to a network of local service
providers for free and confidential support, information and service referrals on any issue
statewide.

3.

Report

Page 51

ORDINARY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
27 FEBRUARY 2015

The Queensland Government encourages everyone to celebrate International Women’s Day.
This year promotional packs to compliment IWD celebrations and events held throughout
Queensland are available. Council is in receipt of a poster and a small number of wallet cards
which can be displayed at Customer Service reception.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
There are no specific policy issues to be addressed.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
Budget impacts will continue to be addressed through existing allocation and re-prioritisation
as required. Any function will be funded from existing civic allocations.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
No further delegations are required to manage the issues raised in this report.

7.

Communication and Engagement
The matters arising from this report that require further communication and engagement will
be addressed through existing channels. Any promotion will be consistent with the State
Government advice and information.

8.

Conclusion
It is requested that Council adopts the recommendation contained in this report.

9.

Action
To support International Women’s Day on 8 March 2015 by displaying the promotional
material provided by the Department of Communities, Child Safety and disability Services in
the Customer Service Centre and promotion of the event through Council Corporate
Communications.
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11.0

GOVERNANCE AND PERFORMANCE REPORTS

11.1

Proposed Lease of Land on Short Street and Napier Street, Laidley
- Application of Section 236 (1 (c) (iv) Local Government Regulation
Exception

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Caitlan Natalier, Solicitor/Legal Services Coordinator
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Formal Papers

Summary:
The purpose of this Report is to consider the application of the exception from tendering in Section
236(1)(c)(iv) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 for the disposal by way of lease of Lot 100 on
L16741, Lot 99 on L16741, Lot 97 on L16741, Lot 96 on L16741, Lot 93 on L16741 and Lot 94 on
L16741 for horse grazing purposes.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT with respect to the request by the owner of Lot 92 on L16741 to lease all or any
of Lot 100 on L16741, Lot 99 on L16741, Lot 97 on L16741, Lot 96 on L16741, Lot 93 on
L16741 and Lot 94 on L16741 for horse grazing purposes, and pursuant to the
requirement of Section 236(2) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council
resolves to apply the exception from tendering contained in Section 236(1)(c)(iv) of the
Local Government Regulation 2012 to enable a lease to be negotiated over all lots for
horse grazing on the basis that:(a) The proposed lessee owns the adjoining Lot 92 on L16741.
(b) There are no other adjoining landowners who wish to acquire the land.
(c) It is in the public interest to dispose of the land without a tender for the
following reasons:
(i)
the land was obtained by Council as part of a land swap arrangement as it
is flood affected therefore limiting the use that could be made of the land.
(ii)
the rental value of the land is anticipated to be low and less than the cost
of resourcing and running a tender process.
(iii) the proposed use will enable the land to be maintained saving Council
ongoing maintenance costs.
(d) The lease of the land will otherwise be undertaken in a manner consistent with
the sound contracting principles for a rent equal to the market value of the lease
interest in the land; and
(e) A market valuation be undertaken on the relevant lots to determine the rental
value.

RESOLUTION
THAT with respect to the request by the owner of Lot 92 on L16741 to lease all or any
of Lot 100 on L16741, Lot 99 on L16741, Lot 97 on L16741, Lot 96 on L16741, Lot 93 on
L16741 and Lot 94 on L16741 for horse grazing purposes, and pursuant to the
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requirement of Section 236(2) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council
resolves to apply the exception from tendering contained in Section 236(1)(c)(iv) of the
Local Government Regulation 2012 to enable a lease to be negotiated over all lots for
horse grazing on the basis that:(a) The proposed lessee owns the adjoining Lot 92 on L16741.
(b) There are no other adjoining landowners who wish to acquire the land.
(c) It is in the public interest to dispose of the land without a tender for the
following reasons:
(i)
the land was obtained by Council as part of a land swap arrangement as it
is flood affected therefore limiting the use that could be made of the land.
(ii)
the rental value of the land is anticipated to be low and less than the cost
of resourcing and running a tender process.
(iii) the proposed use will enable the land to be maintained saving Council
ongoing maintenance costs.
(d) The lease of the land will otherwise be undertaken in a manner consistent with
the sound contracting principles for a rent equal to the market value of the lease
interest in the land; and
(e) A market valuation be undertaken on the relevant lots to determine the rental
value.
Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3886

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
The purpose of this Report is to consider applying the exception from tendering contained in
Section 236(1)(c)(iv) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 to enable the adjoining
landholder (“proposed lessee”) to lease Lot 100 on L16741, Lot 99 on L16741, Lot 97 on
L16741, Lot 96 on L16741, Lot 93 on L16741 and Lot 94 on L16741 for horse grazing
purposes.

2.

Background
On 4 December 2015 the owner of adjoining Lot 92 on L16741 wrote to Council requesting a
lease of all or some of the following lots for the grazing of one horse:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Lot 100 on L16741 situated at 34 Napier Street, Laidley;
Lot 99 on L16741 situated at 38 Napier Street, Laidley;
Lot 97 on L16741 situated at 46 Napier Street, Laidley;
Lot 96 on L16741 situated at 50 Napier Street, Laidley;
Lot 93 on L16741 situated at 29 Short Street, Laidley; and
Lot 94 on L16741 situated at 33 Short Street. Laidley.
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The above lots are shown on the attached Aerial Plan and were acquired by Council as flood
affected properties under the Strengthening Grantham Land Swap program. The property
shown with a blue boundary is the proposed lessee’s property.
The permissible land uses are restricted and it is anticipated that the costs of undertaking a
tender process for lease of the land would exceed the rental income that can be expected.
For this reason, preliminary steps have been taken with a view to applying the exception
contained in Section 236(1)(c)(iv) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 to enable a lease
to be offered.
Enquiries have been made with all adjoining landowners and these landholders have indicated
that they have no interest in leasing the land themselves or any objection to the proposed
lease and land use.
3.

Report
All of the six properties proposed for lease have been cleared of improvements, although this
is not shown on the attached Aerial Plan.
The land is zoned as Urban Residential and currently Council is required to mow and maintain
it. The adjoining landholder has expressed interest in leasing all of the blocks, however if
Council only wished to lease some of the blocks the landholder has expressed particular
interest in Lot 100 on L16741 being included in the lease area as it contains a dam for
watering purposes.
The proposed lessee would also be responsible for establishing suitable boundary fencing to
prevent her horse from wandering.
The rental will need to be determined by market valuation in order to satisfy the requirements
of the statutory exception and the proposed lessee is aware of this requirement.

4.

Policy and Legal Implications
For the statutory exception to apply, a market valuation will be required to determine the rental
value of the lease. This can be arranged by Council’s Legal Services team at Council’s cost.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
Council will incur costs between $500 - $1,000 to obtain the market valuation. Whilst
significant lease revenue is not expected, the rental could be increased annually in
accordance with changes to the Consumer Price Index (All Groups – Brisbane) at the Chief
Executive Officer’s discretion.
The lease will be prepared by Council’s Property Officer and the proposed lessee will be
responsible for all registration costs. The lessee will also bear the costs of fencing and
insurance.
Council will also save costs that it will not need to expend on the future maintenance of the
land.
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6.

Delegations/Authorisations
It is proposed that the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to negotiate a lease with the
proposed lessee on terms satisfactory to Council.

7.

Communication and Engagement
The Chief Executive Officer, through Council’s Legal Services team, will be responsible for
advising the proposed lessee of Council’s resolution.
All communication with parties necessary to finalise the lease, including the valuer, proposed
lessee and Department of Natural Resources and Mines, will be undertaken through Council’s
Legal Services team.

8.

Conclusion
The Recommendation made in this Report will enable a lease to be negotiated in respect of all
of the vacant lots on Short and Napier Streets, between Lyons and Jordan Streets, which will
mutually benefit both Council and the proposed lessee.

9.

Action/s
1. Advise proposed lessee of Council’s resolution
2. Obtain a market valuation
3. Negotiate and finalise lease.

Attachments
1View

Map 1 Page
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11.2

Executive Manager Governance & Performance Monthly Update

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

17 February 2015
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Formal Papers

Summary:
This report is to update Council on the key issues currently being actioned.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council receive and note the Executive Manager Governance & Performance
Monthly update.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council receive and note the Executive Manager Governance & Performance
Monthly update.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3887

Cr Friend

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report provides an update on key matters arising and being addressed since the last
report in relation to work areas or key initiatives.

2.

Background
The previous reports provide the background information to date and only progress is being
reported for the month.

3.

Report
Governance
A full review of the existing policies has been undertaken and a number of policies were
updated and submitted to the last Ordinary Meeting of Council. There are still further policies
for signoff currently being finalised. There continue to be a number of administrative action
complaints being lodged and these are taking time to finalise, with some requiring responses
to the Queensland Ombudsman who has forwarded matters for review prior to any action
being taken on their part.
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The development of the 2015/16 Operational Plan has commenced with a process identified
and a draft timeline to match the budget development being agreed. The Governance
Framework has been drafted and is under peer review before release for internal comment
and workshopping with Council. the Business Continuity Plan has been brought up for review,
with a working group formed around key risks and further on-ground collection of key
information seen as a starting point for the review, seeking better alignment with existing
disaster management plans.
The Elected Member Update workshop conducted by the LGAQ has been set for 27th
February with a program set incorporating current trends and topics of interest. The legislative
compliance service is underway with assessment of current baseline information.
Administration and Executive Operations
One of the key focus areas remains addressing a review of all land holdings and finalising
processes and property transactions. There remains a number of legal matters that are long
standing with a status of current actions to be provided to Council next month, where further
direction is requiring Council support and authority. The Insurance Management of Council is
subject to review, following long standing arrangements to ensure Council is receiving value
for money advice and support.
Information Management remains a clear priority and coupled with technology improvements,
the systems and processes need continual review and training across the organisation. There
have been a number of RTI requests lodged over recent weeks and greater awareness is
required across the organisation as the ECM software rolls out to the next stage. The
information management internal audit review has a number of recommendations that are
becoming due or past that are require to be finalised.
Federation White Paper – No. 5
The fifth and final Issues Paper prepared as part of the Reform of the Federation White Paper
process was released on Wednesday 4 February.
The paper, COAG and Federal Financial Relations, looks at two aspects of Australia's
intergovernmental structure; the institutional framework in which intergovernmental relations
are conducted, and the supporting federal fiscal system.
Much of the paper focusses on Commonwealth-state financial relationships however there is a
dedicated focus on the Commonwealth-local government financial relationship which looks at
local government’s expenditure, the responsibilities of local government, revenue raising
capacity and the level of grant assistance from other levels of government.
ALGA Budget Submission
The ALGA lodged has lodged the 2015/16 Budget Submission. The document outlines local
government's key national priorities in the context of the Federal Government's fiscal
constraints and includes proposals for initiatives in 2015-16 as well as proposals for programs
and directions in future budget years. The submission, while recognising the challenging fiscal
environment, calls on the Australian Government to immediately restore indexation of
Financial Assistance Grant (FAGs), which was frozen in the 2014-15 Budget for a period of
three years.
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In the longer term, ALGA would like to see a review of the adequacy of the base and
indexation methodology of FAGs. The importance of the local road network has been
highlighted in the Submission, with ALGA proposing a strategic regional roads program aimed
at boosting productivity through investment in first and last mile projects
.
The $100 million would supplement the valuable Roads to Recovery program, which will see
councils receive a one-off doubling of R2R funds this financial year. The first and last mile
strategic program would help enhance regional productivity through additional investment to
improve access for freight vehicles and connectivity between local roads and preferred state
and national freight routes.
Beyond 2015-16, ALGA has asked for the Federal Government to commit to a permanent
doubling of Roads to Recovery and a permanent Bridges Renewal Program.
Community infrastructure has been identified as a key area of investment to support local
communities, with a $300 million program per annum for the next four years proposed to allow
councils to plan and deliver adequate and appropriate community infrastructure projects to
enhance their resilience.
ALGA's submission also looks at disaster funding arrangements, managing the effects of
climate change and the provision of indigenous municipal services.
2015 National General Assembly
Registrations for the 2015 National General Assembly to be held in Canberra from 14 to 17
June, 2015 opened on Wednesday, 18 February. The Assembly theme Closest to the
Community: Local Government in the Federation will put the spotlight on one of the key
political drivers of 2015, the White Paper processes on Federation and Taxation. Invitations
have been extended to the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Prime
Minister, as well as number of keynote and panel speakers.
Information on registrations, and the call for motions and the NGA Discussion Paper will be
available on line from Wednesday18th February, and this information will also be sent to
councils late next week
Motions for the 2015 NGA will be accepted online, and will close on 17 April 2015.
The 2015 Regional Cooperation and Development Forum will be held on Sunday 14 June and
will include the launch of the 2015-16 State of the Regions Report. The 2015 Regional Forum
is the opening event of the National General Assembly of Local Government. It is a great
opportunity for mayors, councillors, RDA members and other key decision and policy makers
to gather together, share contemporary knowledge and experience to strengthen the ability of
Australia's diverse regions to compete in the global economy. This year's Forum and report
examines the critical role played by our regional infrastructure assets and models the
productivity benefits arising from strategic investment in a range of asset classes
Internal Audit & Risk Management
Two (2) Internal Audits were completed during the last month with finalisation of the Fuel
Management and Fraud and Corruption Prevention and Control audits. The Audit and Risk
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Management Committee met for the first time in 2015, to reviews the recommendations of
these audits, and consider the progress of the Audit Register. The newly appointed external
auditor (William Buck) presented the Audit Plan for 2015 and the key developments affecting
operations and matters of emphasis were provided, along with a draft schedule for the
completion of the audit and sign off of the annual financial statements. The minutes of the
meeting will be provided to the March Ordinary Meeting.
Major Projects and Funding
The Services Review project is reaching the end of phase1 with the identification of a
significant number of opportunities and savings being proposed for review, both in budget and
outcomes being delivered with community acceptance. A further report will be provided for
discussion with Council over coming months in concert with the 2015/16 budget preparation.
Grant Coordination and support continue to be reviewed for optimisation. The project
management framework and templates are being finalised for implementation.
Corporate Communication
The focus for corporate communications has been directed towards getting engaged and
working on the current channels, within the reduced resources and getting the best outcome
for effort in keeping channels updated. There have been changes to the timeliness of some
communications and the effectiveness of benefits being realised with reduced effort. External
Communications remains the focus with Internal Communications seen as benefiting from
greater inclusion in the way forward. Recruitment for an online communications officer has
commenced with resourcing to be finalised over the coming weeks. Further, business writing
skills across Council can be enhanced through further education, with Communications’ staff
reviewing opportunities to conduct in-house training sessions.
Successful opening of both the Laidley Sports and Multipurpose Complex and Lockyer Valley
Sports and Aquatic Centre equating to $15 million in public infrastructure opened during this
last month. The world’s fastest female swimmer over 50 and 100 metres, Cate Campbell
helped open the pool and even swum a lap stating it is among the best pools she has ever
been in. Australia’s 15 time undefeated strongman, Derek Boyer also proved to be a big hit on
the day. Local cricket legend Any Bichel and NRL giants Tommy Raudonikis and Shane
Webcke were on hand to open on the Sports and Multipurpose Complex in Laidley. Both
events attracted crowds in excess of 1300.
New Citizens
A citizenship ceremony was held on Thursday 5th February, with 14 adults and 2 children
taking the pledge of commitment to become new Australians. There was a group of about 50
people in attendance at the ceremony. The Mayor presided over the ceremony, with a new
letter from a new Minister for Immigration and Border Protection the Hon Peter Dutton MP
being read. There were apologies from the Federal and State Members
LGAQ Matters – Follow up
Further to the motions from the 2014 LGAQ Annual Conference, a number of other matters
were forwarded to the LGAQ out of session for response and Council received a response to
its letter of the 10 September on the 11th February 2015. The matters were as follows:
Traffic Control – the allocation of resources in rural and remote areas
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The LGAQ has referred this matter for discussion by the road safety working group chaired by
the Department of Transport and Main Roads.
ALGA Motions – LGAQ Engagement
Acknowledging Council’s request and seeking further comments on any changes in the
engagement at the ALGA National Congress.
Blackspot funding announced for Queensland
Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development Jamie Briggs and Member for
Herbert and Chair of the Queensland Black Spot Consultative Panel Ewen Jones announced
$33 million in funding for 83 Black Spot projects across Queensland on Tuesday 17 February.
This funding is part of the Australian Government's investment of $500 million to the BlackSpot
Program in the 2014 Budget which includes an additional $200 million.
The Queensland panel which reviews priorities for the program includes representatives from
the Queensland Police, Royal Automobile Club of Queensland, Bicycle Queensland,
Queensland Trucking Association and state and local government agencies. The Australian
Government broadened the eligibility criteria for project applications in 2015-16 and 2016-17
to ensure local communities have greater access to the $200 million in additional funding for
road safety upgrades.
Individuals and community groups are encouraged to nominate black spots for consideration.
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12.0

ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND ENGAGEMENT REPORTS

12.1

Executive Manager Organisation Development & Engagement

Date:
Author:

19 February 2015
Dan McPherson, Executive Manager Organisational Development &
Engagement
Dan McPherson, Executive Manager Organisational Development &
Engagement
Formal Papers

Responsible Officer:
File No:
Summary:

This report is to update Council on key issues currently being actioned.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT the Executive Manager Organisational Development & Engagement Monthly
update be received and noted.

RESOLUTION
THAT the Executive Manager Organisational Development & Engagement Monthly
update be received and noted.
Moved By:

Cr Holstein

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3888

Cr Milligan

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report provides an update on key matters arising and being addressed since the last
report.

2.

Background
The previous reports provide the background information to date and only progress is being
reported during January 2015.

3.

Report
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Laidley Futures Arts and Cultural Integration Project
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Expressions of Interest for the Public Art Reference Group closed on Wednesday 18
February.
Expressions of Interest for Artist Concepts were called on Wednesday 18 February and will
close Thursday 5 March.
Community Engagement are currently preparing a grant application to RADF to fund the art
installations under the Laidley CBD Arts Project.
Internal Community Engagement Committee
As reported previously, Council has established an internal Community Engagement
Committee whose role is to help oversee and coordinate community engagement activities
throughout Council and encourage best practice community engagement within and by the
organisation. The committee has now held its third meeting and is adding further scope to its
function, including Community Engagement Strategy, Community Engagement Toolkit and a
Training/Awareness program to assist with the many upcoming projects that will require
community engagement.
Medicare Local
West Moreton-Oxley Medicare Local (WMOML), in collaboration with the Darling Downs South
West Queensland Medicare Local (DDSWQML) is looking at establishing a new Primary
Health Network (PHN) for the Darling Downs West Moreton region. The approach undertaken
by WMOML and DDSWQML in the development of the PHN model for the Darling Downs and
West Moreton region is consultative and inclusive, involving over 200 stakeholders. This
principle of stakeholder engagement is carried through into their proposed business model for
the PHN. The diversity of the Darling Downs West Moreton region warrants an approach
which respects the many communities, socioeconomically and geographically dispersed and
with specific health care needs.
In addition at a recent meeting Medicare Local Community Engagement representative
Bernadette Praske provided an update on a number of projects that have been running and/or
to occur of relevance to the Lockyer Valley. Some of these being; work undertaken with the
early years providers (kindergartens and primary schools) to assess child development levels
of children, the 'Platforms Project' that supports placed based responses for supporting
children and their families, the comprehensive needs assessment undertaken for the West
Moreton-Oxley region, a new palliative care initiative being delivered by Southern Cross
Community Care to improve the coordination and delivery of support services to those at
home receiving palliative care, the refugee health program to improve the delivery of important
health information to women who speak another language but are unable to read their
language, and the Child, Youth and Family Alliance state of children and young person's
report and next function.
LGMA Community Village
Council’s Manager Disaster Management and Community Engagement has been appointed
as an Executive for the LGMA Community Service Village Forum. There will be two of these
Community Villages occurring this year, the first being held on 10th March and the second in
October. Agenda items working on for the March workshop are:
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Developing cultural policy in regional areas
NAIDOC – War memorabilia display
Managing community and sports leases
Building creative leadership in regional areas
Engaging with disengaged youth in our communities
Creative communication in disaster management
Youth Council
The Youth Development & Engagement Program is currently facilitated by one of the
Community Engagement & Development Officers with resources focused predominantly on
Youth Council (YC), and the Big Day In. An update of the YC Terms of Reference and
clarification of membership expectations is underway with the aim of providing a clearer
platform for future developments. A core group of 8 Youth Council members are highly active
including attending events such as Australia Day, where they provided event assistance and
engagement opportunities. The YC program currently has 45 youth activities planned for the
calendar year including meetings, workshops, events and leadership development programs.
Planning is well underway for this year’s major regional youth event, Big Day In, scheduled for
Saturday 18 April at the Gatton Indoor Sports Centre. The Youth Council’s role has been in
selecting activities and promotional strategies from within a fixed budget so that they learn
how to prioritise their “wish list” based on the value each item adds to the overall objective.
Lockyer Multicultural Festival
The Lockyer Multicultural Festival will be held on Saturday 21st March 2015, between 10am
and 4pm at the Gatton Sports Centre. This date is the national Harmony Day so many
activities will be taking place in schools, community centres and the University in the week
leading up to the festival. The Lockyer Multicultural Festival Planning Committee consists of a
variety of community members, including representatives from the Multicultural Association,
Schools and Council staff. The committee will assist with media and promotions, site layout,
activities and volunteer recruitment.
Thus far, the planned activities include a Marimba workshop, a drumming workshop, a
Bollywood dance workshop and a Latin dance workshop booked in. We have a couple of
performers including some yodelling, Troy Troutman, Highland Dancing, Sudanese dancing
and two choirs. We have three food vendors locked in and Council’s Multicultural Officer is
working with local businesses so that they can promote their food at the festival. We are
intending to have an indoor cricket tournament in conjunction with the festival (which will
coincide with the quarter finals of the Cricket World Cup).
ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Manager, Employee and Team of the Year 2014
THE WINNERS FOR 2014 WERE:
Employee of the Year – Pat Byrnes
Team of the Year – Lockyer Valley Libraries
Manager of the Year – John Keen
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It is initiatives like this that recognise those who consistently go above and beyond. The
dedication to their roles and teams assists and encourages Council to become a high
performing organisation. I would like to congratulate each and every finalist on their
nomination, they are a credit not only to themselves and their team but to Council as a whole.
Upcoming Training







Time 2 Lead – ELT Half day Workshop- 11 March 2015
Time 2 Lead – Handover from Cohort 3 -11 March 2015
Time 2 Lead – Councils Emerging Leaders Cohort 4- 24th and 25th March 2015
Authorised Persons – February 12 February 2015
Provide First Aid – Feb/Mar TBC
Provide CPR – Feb/Mar TBC
Workplace Health & Safety
Injuries
There has been one notification of injury during this reporting period.
Incidents
There have been four notifications of incidents during this reporting period.
STAGING POST
A full report will be provided the March Council Agenda.
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13.0

CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORTS

13.1

Summary of Council Actual Financial Performance vs Budget - 31
January 2015

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

17 February 2015
Tony Brett, Manager Finance
David Lewis, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
In accordance with Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a financial report
summarising the progress of Council’s actual performance against budgeted performance is to be
presented to Council.
This report provides a summary of Council’s financial performance against budget for the financial
year to 31 January 2015.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council resolve to receive and note the Summary of Council Actual Financial
Performance versus Budget to 31 January 2015.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council resolve to receive and note the Summary of Council Actual Financial
Performance versus Budget to 31 January 2015.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3889

Cr Friend

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
In accordance with Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a financial report
summarising the progress of Council’s actual performance against budgeted performance is to
be provided to Council.

2.

Background
Monthly reporting of Council’s financial performance is a legislative requirement and reinforces
sound financial management practices throughout the organisation.
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3.

Report
The following report provides a summary of Council’s financial performance against budget to
31 January 2015.
Operating Revenue - Target $68.05 million Actual $67.30 million or 98.89%
At 31 January 2015, overall operating revenue is on target for the budgeted amount.
Operating grants and subsidies received equal $28.95 million or 96.88% of the year to date
budgeted revenue amount. The majority of these grants relate to Flood Restoration works.
The timing difference between the expected receipts of the grants and when the works are
carried out has been adjusted in the budget phasings.
Revenue from rates remains on target with the final issue of rates taken up at the end of
January. Interest revenue is less than expected due to falling interest rates and will be
adjusted in the budget review.
The remaining variances most likely relate to the timing of the cash flows and will continue to
be monitored to 30 June 2015.
Operating Expenditure - Target $53.06 million Actual $50.89 million or 95.90%
At 31 January 2015, overall operating expenditure for the year is slightly less than the
budgeted target.
Overall employee costs are over the target for the month mainly due to higher than calculated
internal recoveries, while overall goods and services costs are 11.39% under the budgeted
target. At 31 January, goods and services for the rest of Council was $0.78 million less than
budget while being $2.47 million under budget for Infrastructure Recovery. Expenditure is less
than budget due to the timing of some operational projects and a reduction in the value of the
overall infrastructure program.
For the year to date there has been $20.21 million expended on Recovery related activities
which does not include betterment works being undertaken under the capital program.
Infrastructure Recovery revenue received for the year to date is $25.91 million which includes
the final payments for the 2011 event. Budget phasings have been redefined to reflect the
expected works program based on AECOM’s report which includes transfers to the capital
budget.
Depreciation costs are being calculated using the One Council asset system and are reflective
of the actual amount of depreciation being charged on the revalued amount of Council’s
assets. This is more than the budgeted amount and is being reviewed.
Capital Revenue - Target $1.80 million Actual $1.53 million or 84.67%
Overall capital grants and subsidies revenue is less than the budget for the year to date. The
timing of capital grants and subsidies remains largely dependent upon the completion of the
annual capital works program and the application approval process. A portion of NDRRA
grants will also be allocated to capital revenue for the betterment program works.
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Capital Expenditure – Target $28.43 million Actual $17.36 million or 61.04%
To 31 January 2015, Council has expended $17.36 million on its capital works program with a
further $2.15 million in committed costs for works currently in progress.
The main expenditures are $9.01 million within Infrastructure Services and $8.22 million in
Corporate and Community Services. The capital expenditure includes $4.90 million on the
Gatton Aquatic Centre, $4.80 million on flood recovery capital works and $2.50 million on
roads and streets.
Statement of Financial Position
The Statement of Financial Position provides information on the breakdown of Council’s
assets and liabilities at a point in time. At 31 January, Council had $40.73 million in current
assets compared to $8.69 million in current liabilities with a ratio of 4.68:1. This means that for
every dollar of current liability, there is $4.68 in assets to cover it.
Statement of Cash Flows
The Statement of Cash Flows provides information on the amount of cash coming in and
going out. As at 31 January, there has been a net cash outflow of $9.13 million with $7.00
million generated from operating activities and $15.49 million spent on capital works with a
further $0.65 million spent on repaying Council’s borrowings.
The Statement of Cash Flows is important as it shows the real movement in Council’s cash
balances, as opposed to the accounting movements shown in the Statement of Income and
Expenditure. At present, Council is expending considerably more money than is being
generated due to the mismatch in timing between infrastructure recovery expenditure and
grants as well as outlays on Council’s capital works program. In order to maintain adequate
working capital, it is estimated that Council needs around $15.00 million cash at any one time,
at 31 January, Council’s cash balance was $21.69 million.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
Policy and legal implications will be addressed in future on matters that arise before Council.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
Council’s financial results remain largely dependent upon payments from the Queensland
Reconstruction Authority; the completion of the capital works program and the financial impact
of the 2013 flood events. Significant restoration costs have been incurred throughout the 2014
financial year and will continue over the next few months.
As with previous years, Council does not have the cash available to complete all of the capital
projects (carried forward plus original budget) during the current financial year. This means
that a number of projects were reprioritised to a future budget year. In order to maintain
adequate cash reserves, the long term financial plan provides for a capital works budget of
around $12.40 million each year; however the amended budget for 2015, including carry
forward works, is $28.43 million which includes $8.99 million of NDRRA related works.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
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No further delegations are required to manage the issues raised in this report. The Executive
Manager Corporate and Community Service will manage the requirements in line with existing
delegations.
7.

Communication and Engagement
The matters arising from this report that require further communication will be addressed
through existing communication channels.

8.

Conclusion
At 31 January, Council’s revenues are on target, with minor variations being shown on most
lines. Overall expenditure is under the target, due to the timing and nature of flood recovery
works.

9.

Action/s
1. Nil.
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13.2

December Quarterly Budget Review and Updated Long Term
Financial Plan

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Tony Brett, Manager Finance
David Lewis, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
This report provides a summary of the progress made to achieve budgeted savings and a review of
the budget for the financial year to 31 December 2014. Attached to the report is the updated Long
Term Financial Plan incorporating the recommended budget changes for Council adoption.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council resolve to note the progress made towards achieving budgeted savings,
and further;
THAT Council adopt the amended 2014-15 Budget and Long Term Financial Plan.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council resolve to note the progress made towards achieving budgeted savings,
And further;
THAT Council adopt the amended 2014-15 Budget and Long Term Financial Plan.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3890

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
Council incorporated a number of savings measures into the 2014/15 budget in order to
improve its overall operating position. The December quarter budget review has included a
review of the progress against these savings as well as additional savings not previously
included in the budget. Where Council amends its budget, Council’s Long Term Financial Plan
must also be updated.

2.

Background
In order to maintain sound financial management practices, a periodic review of financial
performance is required. Council’s Management Team has carried out a detailed review of
income and expenditure for the six months to December 2014. As a result of this review, it is
recommended that Council amend the 2014/15 budget and associated long term financial plan
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to better reflect the actual results for the period and the expected results for the remainder of
the financial year.
3.

Report
Progress Against Budgeted Savings
There has been a significant change in the number of full time equivalent (FTE) employees
working for Council since 1 July 2013. Numbers have significantly reduced from 389 to 360 as
at 1 July 2014, down to 333 as at 30 September 2014 and further down to 328 as at 17
December 2014; this is a total reduction of 61 FTE’s or 15.7% of Council’s workforce since
July 2013.
In addition to the staffing reductions, a number of saving initiatives totalling $0.5 million were
built into the operational budget. The following table shows how these budgeted savings have
been achieved during the year to 31 December 2014.
Item

Group

1

Governance
Performance

2

Corporate
Community
Services

3

4

5

Progress

Comment

&

Budgeted
Savings
$60,000

Achieved

Reduction in costs through
improved litigation settlement
processes.

&

$216,000

Achieved

Reduction in costs through better
contract management of waste
services and the abolition of the
carbon price.

Organisational &
People
Development
Planning
&
Environmental
Services
Infrastructure
Services

$15,000

Achieved

Reduction in costs
utilising group training.

$72,000

Achieved

Reduced expenditure on septic
rectification works.

$137,000

Achieved

Reduction in registration and
insurance
costs
through
improved fleet management.

Total

$500,000

through

December Quarter Budget Review
At the end of the December quarter a review of the financial performance against the budget
was conducted. A detailed review of individual sections has been performed to update the
expected end of year position and make adjustments as required. The savings identified in this
review are in addition to the budgeted savings shown above.
The following table shows the income and expense line items which require amendment from
this review.
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Item

Income/
Expenditure

Description

Amount
Increase/
(Decrease)
$0.08M

Comment

1

Income

Rates
Discounts

2

Income

Fees
Charges

$0.29M

$0.25M additional fees and
charges
from
development
applications within the region.

3

Income

Grants
&
Contributions

($3.53M)

Reduction in expected QRA
funding of $3.40M plus reduction
in other grants including Digital
Hub funding.

4

Income

Interest
Investment
Revenue
Sales
Contracts

&

($0.27M)

Estimated reduction in revenue
due to falling interest rates.

5

Income

&

$0.72M

Increased revenue from RMPC
and Private Works jobs.

6

Income

$0.11M

Increase in rent received
telecommunication facilities.

7

Total Income
Expenditure

($2.76M)
($0.30M)

Net reduction in Revenues.
$0.70M in reduced staff costs
through vacant positions and
additional reductions in staff, offset
by a $0.40M transfer of QRA
labour costs to Council operations.

8

Expenditure

Materials
Services

($3.72M)

$3.00M reduction in QRA costs
plus various other reductions
including:
 $0.26M insurances,
 $0.18M vehicle expenses,
 $0.10M rental expenses,
 $0.09M IT costs,
 $0.04M Office expenses,
and
 $0.03M Audit expenses.

9

Expenditure

Finance Costs

($0.03M)

Reduction in bank fees through
new pricing arrangements.

($4.05M)
($1.29M)

Net reduction in expenditure.

&

Other
Revenue

Employee
Costs

Total Expenditure
Net Total

&

The amount of discounts granted
has been higher than expected.

for

Whilst total revenue has reduced, this is mainly as a result of a review of grants associated
with the reimbursement of expected costs relating to flood recovery works with the reduction
substantially offset by a consequential reduction in costs. The total reduction in operational
costs is $4.05 million with a net improvement in Council’s budgeted operating result of $1.29
million. To 31 December 2014, total savings of $1.79 million have been identified.
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The amended long term financial plan now shows an improvement in Council’s position with
the average operating deficit over the ten years of 0.1% changing to an average operational
surplus of 3.1%. In addition to this Council’s net financial asset/liability ratio is now within the
target level of 60% for all of the ten years.
With the decrease in revenue being offset by a larger reduction in expenditure, a surplus is
now forecast in 2018. The expected surplus in 2016 is as a direct result of the final payment of
the QRA funding for the 2013 event being received after the programme has been acquitted.
The updated Relevant Measures of Financial Sustainability are given in the attached
schedules.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
Policy and legal implications will be addressed in future on matters that arise before Council.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
Council’s financial results remain largely dependent upon payments from the Queensland
Reconstruction Authority, the completion of the capital works program and the financial impact
of the 2013 flood events. Significant restoration costs have been incurred throughout the 2014
financial year and will continue over the next few months.
At present, Council has realised budgeted savings and additional savings have been
identified. As a result of the December review, Council’s overall financial position has
improved; however tight financial controls are required to ensure that this position is
maintained or enhanced, particularly for the 2016 Budget.
There will be a further budget review in March/April 2015 to make any further adjustments and
to finalise the anticipated end of year position. This review will also address the issues of
depreciation and internal cost recoveries which are currently over budget and it should be
noted that bringing the budget for these items in line with the actual costs will increase the
Council’s deficit.
The amended budget and long term financial plan will form the basis for the 2015/16 budget
which is currently under development.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
No further delegations are required to manage the issues raised in this report. The Executive
Manager Corporate and Community Service will manage the requirements in line with existing
delegations.

7.

Communication and Engagement
The matters arising from this report that require further communication will be addressed
through existing communication channels.
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8.

Conclusion
At 31 December, Council is on track to meet the budgeted savings targets. The December
Quarterly Review has identified significant additional savings which will be included in the
amended budget and long term financial plan.

9.

Action/s
1. Update the Long Term Financial Plan and publish it on Council’s website.
2. Update the budgets in the One Council financial system.

Attachments
1View

Budget Review 5 Pages
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13.3

Executive Manager Corporate and Community Services Monthly
Update

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
David Lewis, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services
David Lewis, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
This report provides Council with a brief summary of key operational activities undertaken by
Corporate and Community Services during January 2015.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT the Executive Manager Corporate and Community Services Monthly Update be
received and noted.

RESOLUTION
THAT the Executive Manager Corporate and Community Services Monthly Update be
received and noted.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3891

Cr Holstein

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report provides Council with a brief summary of key operational activities undertaken by
Corporate and Community Services during January 2015.

2.

Background
Council should be aware of group activities to guide future decision making.

3.

Report
A brief summary of the key outcomes of Corporate and Community Services during January
2015 by functional grouping follows.
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FINANCE AND CUSTOMER SERVICES
Finance
 The QTC credit review report has now been received by Council. This report will be tabled
at Council’s March Ordinary Meeting.
 The second levy of rates for 2015 has been issued with a due date of 27 February.
 The sale of land for unpaid rates is underway with quotes for the conduct of the auction
from qualified auctioneers being evaluated. Subsequent to the issue of notices, five
properties have paid all outstanding rates and charges. The next step is to confirm the
auction date and issue the Auction Notice to all affected property owners.
 A presentation on a strategic review of Council’s rating methodologies was given at
Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 11 February 2015. The key findings of this review will be
discussed with Council during its 2015/2016 Budget deliberations.
Customer Services
This section of the report breaks down activity within the Customer Services Branch by service
type.
Service Requests
During January, 2,951 service requests were processed with 2,396 of these requests resolved
at the first point of contact.
There were 258 eRequests generated as a result of incoming mail and emails for the month.
The following two graphs show a recent history of total service requests and January 2015
service requests by function or activity.
Total Service Requests per Month
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Top 10 - Service Request Groups
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The following table shows service request information by group, with outstanding service requests at 31
January 2015 highlighted.
CCS

PD

IWS

ODP

GP

CEOM

Service Requests Open as at
1/01/2015

798

155

344

15

25

8

New Service Requests in January
2015

1,901

498

430

19

22

9

39

134

8

8

4

401

240

12

15

7

212

400

14

24

6

Prior period requests completed
during January 2015

326

New requests completed during
January 2015

1,427

Total
service
remaining
open
31/01/2015

requests
as
at

946

Councillor requests
During January there were also 32 new councillor requests, with 48 of these remaining open at
31 January 2015.
Telephones
3,167 telephone calls attempted to connect with Council’s telephone exchange in January
2015. During the month, Council’s service level decreased to 77.8% against a target of 80%.
Recent trends are shown in the following graph.
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Service Levels
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Council’s “call back” function had 167 calls logged in January 2015 with 96 live chats also
performed during January; feedback continues to be excellent for users of the service.
QGAP
There were 1,085 QGAP transactions processed by Council during January 2015.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES, LIBRARIES & CHILDCARE
Major achievements during the month by project follow.
Gatton Administration Building
Office renovation works are in the final stages with 90% of the work completed and only minor
rectification works still to be carried out.
Lockyer Valley Sports & Aquatic Centre
The official opening of the centre occurred on 7 February 2015. Minor works are now being
finalised.
Laidley Sports and Recreation Centre
The official opening of the centre occurred on 14 February 2015. Minor works are now being
finalised.
Libraries
 Lockyer Valley Libraries received notification that they were successful in their application
for a Vision 2017 Grant from the State Library of Queensland. Council will receive $10,000
to fund a program called “Make, Play, Connect”.
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 The library catalogue has been updated to reflect the new eBook vendor, OverDrive.
Library staff will undergo training in this service in order to promote it to our customers.
 This year 62 children have joined the Summer Reading Club which is a great take-up of
this activity.
Childcare
 Occupancy Rates Gatton 70.5% and Kensington Grove 55.5%.
 Works involving a shade and playground upgrade at Kensington Grove are now underway.
HEALTH WASTE & REGULATORY SERVICES
 Council is now in discussions with officers from the State Government on the legality of
burning Greenwaste at its waste management sites. A legal opinion is now being sought.
 An analysis of the annual quantity of waste disposed of the Gatton Landfill indicates that
the limit of 20,000 tonnes (DEHP Licence) was slightly exceeded when cover soil provision
was included. Officers have met with the waste consultant (AECOM Australia) who is
preparing the Gatton Masterplan concept for consideration with DEHP. During these
discussions officers will also commence discussions on increasing the licence landfill limit.
 The greenwaste grinding contract commenced on 21 January 2015. Grantham has been
completed and grinding has commenced at the Laidley Transfer Station. Inclement
weather conditions have hampered operations.
 Local laws officers have established four (4) work areas in an effort to improve
performance and efficiencies in relation to local law enforcement. The areas will be
reviewed in three months.
INFORMATION SERVICES
 The new Email Archiving system “Archive Manager” is now live with the old system being
removed from service at the end of February.
 After discussions with UQSchoolsNet about the internet outage experienced on the 17, 18
and 19 December, they have advised that they will credit our account with $1,000 by way
of compensation. While this is
relatively small amount, it exceeds what they are
contractually liable for.
 The upgrade of our Email server “Exchange” is in progress with cut over of services and
mailboxes to commence next week with a completion by the end of February.
 Works are progressing on the installation of CCTV and upgraded building access codes at
the Laidley Sports Centre.
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14.0

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORTS

14.1

Request for Permissible Change - Material Change of Use Approval
for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops on Lot 13 RP54842
located at 41 Railway Street, Gatton

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Trevor Boheim, Manager Planning and Environment
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Formal Papers, MCU2014/0006

Summary:
It is recommended that the request for a permissible change to the Material Change of Use approval
for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops on land described as Lot 13 RP54842 located at 41
Railway Street, Gatton, is approved. The change requested is to substitute new proposal plans for the
development that represent a more cost-effective design for the facility.
Officer’s Recommendation:

A. THAT Council approves the request for a permissible change to the Development
Permit for Material Change of Use for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops
(being MCU2014/0006) on land described as Lot 13 RP54842, located at 41 Railway
Street, Gatton, subject to the following amendments to the Development Permit:
1. The amendment of Condition 1 to read as follows:
The proposed development is to be generally in accordance with the plans of
development prepared by Building Design Professionals, dated 27 November
2014, Project Number 139027, Drawing Numbers:
 A.000 – 003, revision 4,
 A.100 – 103, revision 4;
 A.200 – 202, revision 4;
 A.300 – 304, revision 4; and
 supporting documentation
2. The amendment of the heading after Condition 2 to read as follows:
Conditions to be satisfied prior to commencement of use
3. The amendment of Condition 4 to read as follows:
The outdoor area and swimming pool generally in accordance with Plan A001,
Revision 4 and Plan A103, Revision 4, prepared by Building Design
Professionals, dated 27 November 2014, Project Number 139027 is to be
completed and fully operational.
4. The amendment of Condition 5 to read as follows:
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An operational works application detailing all landscaping is submitted and
approved and all planting identified in the approved plan is in place.
5. The deletion of the heading after Condition 9.
6. The deletion of Conditions 10 and 11.
7. The amendment of Condition 12 to read as follows:
A total of 24 car parking spaces and one bus bay must be provided in
accordance with the in accordance with Outdoor Area Plan Sheet No. A.003
Version 4 dated 27 November 2014 and Site Plan Sheet No. A.002 Version 4
dated 27 November 2014 prepared by Building Design Professionals.
8. The amendment of Condition 46 to read as follows:
Any amplified music on the site shall not exceed the levels specified in State
Government’s Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy.
And further;
THAT Council agrees to provide a 50% reduction in the infrastructure charges payable
to Council provided the development commences in its entirety by 22 October 2017.
This agreement supersedes the resolution of 22 October 2014.

RESOLUTION
A. THAT Council approves the request for a permissible change to the Development
Permit for Material Change of Use for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops
(being MCU2014/0006) on land described as Lot 13 RP54842, located at 41 Railway
Street, Gatton, subject to the following amendments to the Development Permit:
1. The amendment of Condition 1 to read as follows:
The proposed development is to be generally in accordance with the plans of
development prepared by Building Design Professionals, dated 27 November
2014, Project Number 139027, Drawing Numbers:
 A.000 – 003, revision 4,
 A.100 – 103, revision 4;
 A.200 – 202, revision 4;
 A.300 – 304, revision 4; and
 supporting documentation
2. The amendment of the heading after Condition 2 to read as follows:
Conditions to be satisfied prior to commencement of use
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3. The amendment of Condition 4 to read as follows:
The outdoor area and swimming pool generally in accordance with Plan A001,
Revision 4 and Plan A103, Revision 4, prepared by Building Design
Professionals, dated 27 November 2014, Project Number 139027 is to be
completed and fully operational.
4. The amendment of Condition 5 to read as follows:
An operational works application detailing all landscaping is submitted and
approved and all planting identified in the approved plan is in place.
5. The deletion of the heading after Condition 9.
6. The deletion of Conditions 10 and 11.
7. The amendment of Condition 12 to read as follows:
A total of 24 car parking spaces and one bus bay must be provided in
accordance with the in accordance with Outdoor Area Plan Sheet No. A.003
Version 4 dated 27 November 2014 and Site Plan Sheet No. A.002 Version 4
dated 27 November 2014 prepared by Building Design Professionals.
8. The amendment of Condition 46 to read as follows:
Any amplified music on the site shall not exceed the levels specified in State
Government’s Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy.
And further;
THAT Council agrees to provide a 50% reduction in the infrastructure charges payable
to Council provided the development commences in its entirety by 22 October 2017.
This agreement supersedes the resolution of 22 October 2014.
Moved By:

Cr McDonald
Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3892

Cr Holstein

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report recommends that Council approve the request for a permissible change to the
Material Change of Use approval for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops on land
described as Lot 13 RP54842 located at 41 Railway Street, Gatton.
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2.

Background
Council, at its meeting of 22 October 2014, approved an application for Material Change of Use
for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops on land described as Lot 13 RP54842 located at
41 Railway Street, Gatton. At that time Council also resolved to provide a waiver for
infrastructure charges payable to Council, being a 100% waiver for Stage One and a 50%
waiver for Stage Two provided the development approved as State Two commences in its
entirety within three years of the date of the approval.
On 10 February 2015 BCERT Consulting Pty Ltd lodged a request for a permissible change to
the development approval of 22 October 2014 pursuant to s.369 of the Sustainable Planning
Act 2009. This request seeks to substitute amended proposal plans for the development and
also amend Condition 45 that prohibits any amplified music in outdoor areas. The revised plans
are provided as an attachment.

3.

Report

3.1 Proposal
The change to the proposal involves the development of the facility in a single stage and the
relocation of the new buildings further to the east so they will not be located above the car
parking area. It is understood that the objective of reducing the cost of construction has driven
the design changes.
3.3

Assessment
The amended design results in a backpacker facility with a total of 63 backpacker rooms all of
which are to be provided on the second level of the building. The 63 backpacker rooms
comprise 1 x 4 bed rooms, 4 x 3 bed rooms, 51 x 2 bed rooms and 7 x 1 bed rooms resulting in
a total occupancy of 125 persons. The amended design accommodates four persons less than
the design approved on 22 October 2014.
The overall impact of the amended design will be to reduce the bulk of the building with a two
level building extending from the Railway Street frontage to cover approximately half of the lot.
This contrasts with the current design that includes three level buildings extending over the rear
of the site to within 4.3m of the Wiggins Street frontage. It is considered that the amended
design will result in a better outcome in terms of visual appearance, particularly when viewed
from Wiggins Street.
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Current approved design

Proposed amended design
The amended plans show a change in car parking to be provided with 24 spaces and one bus
bay now being proposed instead of the 25 spaces and 2 bus bays in the current approval. It was
noted in the report to Council on 22 October 2014 that the parking demand generated by the
proposed development is 45 spaces which is less than that which was generated by the former
hotel use which was 59 spaces. In this context the proposed provision of 24 spaces and one bus
bay is considered to be appropriate and is supported.
The nature of the amended design means that it will need to be constructed as a single stage
rather than in two stages of 49 and 80 beds as provided for in the current approval.
Infrastructure Charges
The Infrastructure Charges Resolution (ICR) defines the proposed Accommodation Units as
Residential Short Term Non-Permanent Accommodation and Catering Shops as Commercial
(Retail).
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The relevant charges for the amended design under the ICR are as follows:
LVRC Charges
Charge
Type

Demand
Units

Description

2

PROPOSED DEMAND
Charge
Charge
Charge

Catering Shops
1 & 2 Bed Accommodation Units
3 & 4 Bed Accommodation Units

m GFA
/units
2
285.4m
58 units
5 units

Rate
2

$/m GFA
$/unit
$119.00
$5,400.00
$6,250.00

TOTAL PROPOSED DEMAND
2

m
GFA
2
882.0m

EXISTING DEMAND
Credit

Hotel

TOTAL

$33,962.60
$313,200.00
$31,250.00
$378,416.20

2

$/m GFA
$110.00

TOTAL EXISTING DEMAND CREDIT

$97,020.00
$97,020.00

TOTAL PAYABLE

$281,392.60

QUU Charges
Charge
Type

Demand
Units

Description

2

PROPOSED DEMAND
Charge
Charge
Charge

Catering Shops
1 & 2 Bed Accommodation Units
3 & 4 Bed Accommodation Units

m GFA
/units
2
285.4m
58 units
5 units

Rate
2

$/m GFA
$/unit
$71.00
$5,400.00
$6,250.00

TOTAL PROPOSED DEMAND
2

EXISTING DEMAND
Credit

Hotel

m
GFA
2
882.0m

TOTAL

$20,263.40
$313,200.00
$31,250.00
$364,713.40

2

$/m GFA
$100.00

TOTAL EXISTING DEMAND CREDIT

$88,200.00
$88,200.00

TOTAL PAYABLE

$276,513.40

A comparison of the infrastructure charges payable for each stage of the current approval and
the new approval are as follows:
Component
Stage One - LVRC
Stage One - QUU
Stage One - Total

Current Approval ($)
13,203.10
9,307.90
22,511.00

Stage Two - LVRC
Stage Two - QUU
Stage Two - Total

216,000.00
216,000.00
432,000.00

Amended Proposal ($)
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Both Stages - LVRC
Both Stages - QUU
Both Stages - Total

229,203.10
225,307.90
454,511.00

281,392.60
276,513.40
557,906.00

The changes to the design result in an increase of $103,395.00 in infrastructure charges
payable as the calculation of charges under the ICR is based on rooms and the total number of
rooms has increased from 53 in the current approval to 63 in the amended design.
At the 22 October 2014 meeting Council resolved to provide a 100% waiver for its infrastructure
charges for Stage One and a 50% waiver for its infrastructure charges for Stage Two. This total
cost to Council in foregone infrastructure charges that arises this waiver is $121,203.10. The
amended proposal plans remove the staging of the development and so render this resolution
ineffective. It is recommended that Council provides a waiver of 50% for the total development,
which is a cost of $140,696.30 to Council.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
There are no policy or legal implications for Council that result from the approval of the request
to change the approval for Accommodation Units and Catering Shops.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
There is no financial and resource implication for Council as a result of the approval of the
proposed Accommodation Units and Catering Shops. The agreement to provide an incentive for
the development in the form of a 50% waiver for its infrastructure charges will have an impact in
forgone infrastructure contributions of $140,696.30.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
There will be no implications for delegations or authorisations arising from the approval.

7.

Communication and Engagement
There are no communication implications. Advice of the decision will be provided to the
applicant in accordance with statutory requirements of SPA.

8.

Conclusion
It is concluded that the request for a permissible change to the Material Change of Use approval
should be approved subject the amendment of conditions set out in the officer’s
recommendation.

9.

Action/s
It is recommended that Council resolve to approve the request for a permissible change and
agree to provide a 50% reduction in infrastructure charges as set out in the officer’s
recommendation.
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14.2

Application for Development Permit for Material Change of Use for
Place of Worship on Lot 93 RP819342, located at 18 Philip Court,
Summerholm

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Trevor Boheim, Manager Planning and Environment
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
It is recommended that the application for Material Change of Use for Place of Worship at 18 Philip
Court, Summerholm be refused. It is considered that the proposal does not comply with the planning
intent for the rural residential area in which it is to be located. Furthermore the driveway access does
not meet the relevant Australian Standards for a non-domestic premises and it has not been
demonstrated that the stormwater and wastewater generated by the use can be managed within the
subject land.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Pursuant to Section 324 of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the application for
a Development Permit for Material Change of Use for Place of Worship on land
described as Lot 93 RP819324 located at 18 Philip Court, Summerholm be refused on
the following grounds –
1. The proposal would generate adverse amenity impacts in the rural residential
locality in which it is proposed that conflict with Desired Environmental Outcome
3.1(3)(i) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
2. The proposal would generate adverse traffic impacts in the rural residential locality
in which it is proposed that conflict with Desired Environmental Outcome 3.1(3)(h)
of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
3. Evidence that the site is stable and that structures developed on the land would
not be susceptible to landslip have not been provided which conflicts with
Desired Environmental Outcome 3.1(3)(b) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
4. The scale of the development is inconsistent with amenity of the rural residential
area in which it is located which is required to be protected by Sections 6.1.3,
6.14.2(2), 6.14.3(1) and 6.18.3(1) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
5. The gradient of the driveway presents a risk to human safety and so is in conflict
with Section 6.5.13(3) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
6. The gradient of the driveway does not comply with the requirements of Australian
Standard AS2890.1 Parking Facilities, Part 1;
7. The material submitted with the application does not demonstrate that wastewater
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generated by the development can be effectively managed with the boundaries of
Lot 93 RP819324 and not impact on adjoining properties; and
8. The material submitted with the application does not demonstrate that stormwater
generated by the development can be effectively managed with the boundaries of
Lot 93 RP819324 and not impact on adjoining properties.

RESOLUTION
THAT Pursuant to Section 324 of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the application for
a Development Permit for Material Change of Use for Place of Worship on land
described as Lot 93 RP819324 located at 18 Philip Court, Summerholm be refused on
the following grounds –
1. The proposal would generate adverse amenity impacts in the rural residential
locality in which it is proposed that conflict with Desired Environmental Outcome
3.1(3)(i) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
2. The proposal would generate adverse traffic impacts in the rural residential locality
in which it is proposed that conflict with Desired Environmental Outcome 3.1(3)(h)
of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
3. Evidence that the site is stable and that structures developed on the land would
not be susceptible to landslip have not been provided which conflicts with
Desired Environmental Outcome 3.1(3)(b) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
4. The scale of the development is inconsistent with amenity of the rural residential
area in which it is located which is required to be protected by Sections 6.1.3,
6.14.2(2), 6.14.3(1) and 6.18.3(1) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
5. The gradient of the driveway presents a risk to human safety and so is in conflict
with Section 6.5.13(3) of the Laidley Shire Planning Scheme;
6. The gradient of the driveway does not comply with the requirements of Australian
Standard AS2890.1 Parking Facilities, Part 1;
7. The material submitted with the application does not demonstrate that wastewater
generated by the development can be effectively managed with the boundaries of
Lot 93 RP819324 and not impact on adjoining properties; and
8. The material submitted with the application does not demonstrate that stormwater
generated by the development can be effectively managed with the boundaries of
Lot 93 RP819324 and not impact on adjoining properties.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3893

Cr McDonald
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CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report recommends that Council refuse the application for a Place of Worship, on land
described as Lot 93 RP819342, located at 18 Philip Court, Summerholm, on the following
grounds:
 The scale of the development is incompatible with the low density rural residential locality in
which it is proposed;
 The traffic generated by the use exceeds that which would be expected in a low density rural
residential locality;
 The steep gradient of the driveway far exceeds that which would be consistent with
Australian Standard AS2890.1 Parking Facilities, Part 1, and as a result presents a
unacceptable risk to human safety;
 No evidence has been provided that the site is stable and that structures developed on the
land would not be susceptible to landslip; and
 No evidence has been provided that the wastewater and stormwater generated by the use
can be effectively managed within the boundaries of the land on which it is located without
detrimental impacts on adjoining and adjacent properties.

2.

Background

2.1

Compliance Action and Application
This application for a Place of Worship originates from compliance action initiated as a result of
complaints received by Council in 2013. The material submitted with the application was
insufficient to allow a proper assessment of the application and the material subsequently
provided in the information request response was similarly inadequate and of little value to the
assessment.
In August 2012, an enquiry was made by a private certifier (BCert Consulting Pty Ltd) regarding
the construction of a shed on the property. Advice was provided that a planning approval would
not be required subject to the building not being used for habitation and it being a Class 10
building (shed).
A complaint was subsequently received in June 2013, regarding the construction of a large
shed on the property which the complainant understood was to be used as a place of worship.
An inspection of the site was undertaken in June 2013. There were no persons present on the
land and there was no evidence of the use of the premises as a place of worship.
Further complaints were received regarding development activities on the land in mid-December
2013. The site was again visited by Council Officers on 9 January 2014, when it was observed
that substantial site works had been undertaken. The landholder and his advisor were present
during this inspection and they confirmed that the land had been purchased with the intention of
building a Buddhist Temple and that the shed on the property was being used for this purpose.
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A meeting held at Council on 23 January 2014, with the landholder and his advisor, who
confirmed the intention to use the building as a place of worship. Upon being advised that it was
necessary to obtain material change of use approval for a place of worship the landholder and
his advisor indicated an application would be lodged within the next two weeks being the end of
January 2013.
In mid-March 2013, further complaints were received regarding works continuing to be
undertaken on the site and contact was made with the landholder’s advisor who indicated
additions were being made to the shed and that an application to make the premises lawful
would be lodged.
Advice was received from Lockyer Drafting Designs on 4 March 2014 that the firm had been
engaged to prepare a material change of use application and a pre-lodgement meeting was
held on 25 March 2014. In early May 2014, contact was made with Lockyer Drafting Designs
regarding the lodgement of the application. A further complaint was received in late-May 2014
and as no application had been lodged a Show Cause Notice was issued to the landholder on
17 June 2014.
A material change of use application with Lockyer Drafting Designs as the applicant was lodged
on 15 July 2014. Due to significant issues with the application further information was required
to assess the application and on 5 August 2014 an information request was issued to the
applicant in relation to addressing issues concerning effluent disposal, driveway construction
and slopes greater than 15%.
On 9 October 2014, Council was advised the owner had changed consultants and the firm of
Batley Ole Keko Consulting Engineers was to be the applicant for the planning application. The
statutory obligations relating to the change of applicant were not finalised by the applicant until 5
November 2014.
In the interim, Council met with Batley Ole Keko on 29 October 2014 to attempt to progress the
application. An information request response prepared by Batley Ole Keko Engineers was
provided at the meeting. The response is an 81 page document that does not provide the
information requested on 5 August 2014 but instead provided:
 copies of Councils acknowledgement notice and information request,
 a set of partially completed IDAS application forms,
 a stormwater management plan with no technical information,
 three drawings of a sewage treatment system,
 a Brisbane City Council Erosion and Sediment Control Program Application form,
 drawings of the proposed driveway crossover,
 a completed Form 16 – Inspection Certificate/Aspect Certificate/QBSA Licence Aspect
Certificate; and
 a Certificate of Structural Adequacy the for shed building.
This information is not what was requested to enable the application to be assessed and has
proven to be largely of no practical value to Council officers when assessing the application.
3.

Report

3.1 Subject Land
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The land subject of the application is a 1.2 hectare lot located within an established rural
residential estate at Summerholm. It is located near the end of a cul-de-sac, Philip Court, which
gain access from Summerholm Road via Waterhouse Road and Anthony Court. The estate
occupies steep and elevated land with many of the residences having extensive rural views.
The location of the land is indicated on the plan provided below.

The land itself rises steeply to the south from Philip Court to an elevated less steeply sloping
area which is higher than all other properties in the locality. (The aerial image provided on the
following page is of assistance in understanding the topography of the site and its immediate
surrounds.) It is on this, the most elevated part of the lot, that the construction of buildings and
associated car parking areas has occurred to use the property as a place of worship.
The land currently contains a 660m2 Class 10 building (shed), which is being operated as a
place of worship, together with two associated outbuildings (110m2) used as a library and
outdoor sitting area.
A steep 3.5m wide concrete driveway, substantial earthworks in the form of concrete block
retaining walls around the shed and a landscaped mound have been constructed on the land.
Works have also been undertaken to construct a car park and manoeuvring area near the shed
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including underground stormwater drainage works. A concrete slab has been constructed off
the driveway and adjacent Philip Court for additional car parking.
The steep nature of the land and driveway and the scale of the building on the land is clearly
illustrated in the aerial photo which shows a five metre contour interval. This photo was taken
before the associated buildings were constructed. That the land drains to adjoining properties is
also clearly indicated.
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3.2 Proposal
The application seeks a Development Permit for Material Change of Use for a Place of Worship
to make the current unlawful use of the property lawful. The landholder has indicated that he
also intends to build a residence on the property, but this does not form part of the current
application. The use of the property as a place of worship for the Pureland Foundation is
intended to be used six months per year, with up to 30 people present at events to be held on
one weekday from 9 am to 12pm and again from 6pm to 8pm and every second Sunday from
9am to 12pm.
The development on the highest part of the land would when completed comprise:
 a 660m2 colourbond shed which is up to 7.3m at its highest point;
 a 110m2 colourbond shed;
 a 360m2 hardstand car parking area;
 an overflow car parking area of unspecified size; and
 a residence.
3.3 Planning Assessment
The property is located within the Rural Uplands zone under the Laidley Shire Council Planning
Scheme. The site triggers the overlays of Medium and High Bushfire and Land with Slope
greater than 15%.
3.3.1 Legislative Requirements
The application was properly made on 14 July 2014. Council issued an Information Request on
5 August 2014 and the applicant provided a response on 29 October 2014. The response
provided on 29 October 2014 extended to 81 pages but it did not provide the information that
had been requested and was of little value in the assessment of the application.
The application did not require referral to the State Assessment and Referral Agency.
3.3.1 Planning Scheme
As an impact assessable application, the proposal is assessable against all of the Planning
Scheme. The proposal is considered to be in conflict with both the high-level and detailed
provisions of the Planning Scheme and it is considered that sufficient planning grounds do not
exist to justify an approval despite this conflict.
Amenity
Desired Environmental Outcome (DEO) 3.1(3)(i) provides that:
Rural residential and urban residential development occurs in distinct localities that provide
a sense of community, amenity, services, and a safe, affordable living environment, whilst
maintaining the rural amenity of the Shire.
The amenity of the rural residential area in which the development is located has a high level of
amenity that is characterised by single residences located on rural residential lots of
approximately 1.0 to 1.5 hectares in area. The inclusion of the place of worship comprising
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770m2 of gross floor area that is to be utilised by up to 30 persons at any one time is not
compatible with this amenity. Both the number of persons present and the traffic generated are
in excess of that which would be expected in this locality.
Environment
DEO 3.1(3)(b) provides that:
Places, areas or sites identified as being susceptible to land degradation, including
contamination, erosion, salinity and landslip, are protected and further degradation is
minimised.
The proposed development is located within an area identified as land with slope greater than
15%. A Geotechnical report has not been provided and the stability of the site has not been
determined. Earthworks have been constructed with no engineering assessment and no
operational works approval.
Access
DEO 3.1(3)(h) provides that:
A convenient access to roads and services is achieved through well located land uses and
efficient use and timely provision of infrastructure such as water, sewerage and roads,
walkways and cycling facilities.
The proposed development is not well located, being located at the near the end of a cul-de-sac
within a small rural residential estate
Residential Areas Code
Section 6.1.3 of the Planning Scheme identifies home based businesses and home occupations
and other uses that are not detrimental to rural residential amenity as appropriate development
in rural residential areas. The inclusion of the place of worship comprising 770m2 of gross floor
area that is to be utilised by up to 30 persons at any one time represents development of a
scale that is detrimental to the maintenance of the existing rural residential amenity of the estate
in which it is located.
Residential Uses Code
Section 6.14.2(2) of the Planning Scheme provides that buildings and structures are to be
compatible with the appearance, character and amenity of the other buildings in the
neighbourhood. The scale of the place of worship is not considered to be compatible with the
appearance, character and amenity of the residences and other buildings in the neighbourhood
in which the subject land is located.
Section 6.14.3(1.) of the Planning Scheme provides that a building on a residential allotment
has the appearance and build of a single detached house and ancillary outbuildings. Again, the
scale of the place of worship means it does not have the appearance and build of a single
detached house and ancillary outbuildings.
Rural Areas Code

Page 134

ORDINARY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
27 FEBRUARY 2015

Section 6.5.13(1.) of the Planning Scheme provides that:
The development is of a scale generally compatible with the surrounding amenity having
regard to the existing character of the locality.
It is considered that the scale of the development is not compatible with the amenity and
character of the locality in which it is situated.
Section 6.5.13(3.) of the Planning Scheme provides that:
The manoeuvring of vehicular traffic both on and offsite does not compromise human safety
and ingress and egress of heavy vehicles does not result in damage to public or private
property.
Whilst heavy vehicles are not associated with the use, it is considered that the use of the
property as proposed is in clear conflict with this provision as the steep grade of the driveway
presents an unacceptable risk to human safety.
Section 6.5.13(11.) of the Planning Scheme provides that:
Design and construction of drainage works complies with the requirements set out in
Schedule 2 - Stormwater Drainage.
The applicant has not been able to demonstrate how stormwater drainage works will meet the
requirements of Schedule 2 of the Planning Scheme.
Community Uses Code
A Place of Worship requires an assessment against the community uses code of the Laidley
Shire Council Planning Scheme 2003. The code identifies that in newly developing areas, the
development is located on a site identified for that purpose on an approved structure plan, or
adjacent to other public facilities. The proposed development is not located with other public
facilities or close proximity to other public facilities.
The code identifies that design and construction of drainage works complies with the
requirements set out in Schedule 2 – Stormwater Drainage and that the establishment of any
community use does not detrimentally impact upon the adjoining properties or infrastructure
resulting from stormwater runoff.
The proposed development has undertaken earthworks which have not adequately addressed
the stormwater created on site or which traverses the site. The gradient of the existing concrete
driveway has a slope of 33 percent with no apparent drainage and therefore transfers the
stormwater down the driveway onto neighbouring properties.
Building Dimensions Code
Section 6.18.3(1.) of the Planning Scheme provides that:
Building size is consistent with that prevailing in the area, and is in keeping with the
aesthetics and amenity of the surrounding area.
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It is considered that the size and form of the principal building for the use is not consistent or in
keeping with the aesthetics and amenity of the surrounding area.
Council’s Building Certifier has assessed the information provided, is unable to support an
approval and has advised the following:
A building approval was issued by a Private Certifier in September 2013 for a shed and
three skillion roofs attached to the shed. The shed is classified as a Class 10a structure. In
January 2014, a site meeting occurred with Council Officers were the owner was informed
they had to cease living in the shed and had to cease building works immediately.
Discussions needed to occur with the Planning, Plumbing and Building Departments to sort
out the works which had already occurred. The Building Works which had occurred are
substandard. Further meetings have occurred were building works have commenced later
with a new shed and retaining walls without building approval being granted and not built to
standard.
On Site Effluent Disposal Code
The proposed use is contrary to the On Site Effluent Disposal Code. Council has assessed the
information provided and is unable to support an approval as the information provided is
inadequate. No information has been provided on effluent quantities or the size and
characteristics of the area for disposal of effluent. The plan of the proposed sewerage
reticulation supplied, indicates that the proposed effluent disposal area, when scaled out from
the existing building would be located on a downhill neighbouring lot.
Vehicle Access and Parking Code - Driveway
The proposed use is contrary to the AS2890.1 for driveways as the driveway is well above what
would be an acceptable slope. The Vehicle Access and Parking Code requires that access
driveways are located and designed in accordance with the provisions of the Australian
Standard – Section 3 of AS2890.1-1993 and Section 3 and APPENDIX B of AS2890.2-1989
and sealed access driveways, manoeuvring, loading/unloading and car parks are provided, and
have gradients in accordance with the relevant provisions of Australian Standards – Section 2 of
AS 2890.1-1993 and Section 2 of AS2890.2.1989 and these areas drain adequately to a lawful
point of discharge.
The existing concrete driveway does not comply with the requirements of Australian
Standard AS2890.1 Parking Facilities, Part 1: Off street car parking, due to the gradient of the
driveway being in excess of the maximum allowable gradient for an access roadway to an off
street public car parking facility. The existing concrete driveway should only be considered for
use only as a domestic driveway.
Council’s Technical Officer (Engineering) has advised:
 The existing driveway is intended to be used as a two way access driveway with a
combined entry and exit from Philip Court.
 The existing driveway is approximately 90m in length from the front property boundary to
the top of the driveway. It is not possible to see from one end of the driveway to the other.
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The existing driveway has been constructed with a general width of 3m – 3.5m, with no
passing opportunities for two vehicles to pass each other along the approximately 90m
section of roadway between the front property boundary and the top of the driveway.
Using available contour information, the existing concrete driveway would appear to have a
gradient along a section of roadway that is in excess of 31%. The overall gradient from the
front property boundary to the top of the concrete section of the driveway is approximately
29%.
The existing access driveway does not meet the requirements of Australian Standard
AS2890.1: 2004 Parking Facilities – Off street car parking. Australian Standard AS2890.1,
requires that the maximum allowable grade is 1 in 6 (16.7%) maximum.
The current is around 29 % overall with a section over 31%. Council’s Draft Works Manual,
also requires a desirable maximum grade for an access driveway to a residential allotment
of 16.6% and an absolute maximum of 25%.
The application submitted does not include any assessment by a professionally qualified
person with respect to the grade line of the existing driveway.

Stormwater Management
The Stormwater Management Plan Report, prepared as part of information request response by
Batley Ole Keko Engineers and dated 29 October 2014 is deficient in detail and cannot be
supported by Council.
Council’s Technical Officer (Engineering) has advised that the submitted stormwater
management plan:
 Provides no quantitative analysis of likely stormwater runoff of either pre-development or
post-development flows.
 Provides no details of stormwater detention to ensure non worsening flows from the subject
land post development. Particularly with regard to stormwater flows from the proposed car
parking area.
 Provides no details of the existing underground stormwater infrastructure installed without
approval within the proposed car parking area and which concentrates stormwater
discharge onto an adjoining property
 Provides no details of any existing or proposed subsoil drainage behind the retaining walls
constructed without approval.
 Has not adequately addressed impacts or proposed mitigation measures to limit stormwater
runoff flowing down the driveway to Philip Court.
3.3.3 Public Notification
The application was publicly notified for fifteen business days from 20 November 2014 to 10
December 2014, as required under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009. Notification was carried
out the following ways;
 a notice was maintained on site from 20 November to 10 December 2014;
 a notice was published in the Gatton Star on the 19 November 2014; and
 a letter was sent to all adjoining landowners on the 19 November 2014.
During the notification stage a total of 39 submissions where received by Council of which one
was later withdrawn. Of the 38 submissions, 18 opposed the proposal and 20 provided support.
All 18 submissions that opposed the proposal were from residents and owners of properties
located in Anthony Court and Philip Court. Of the 20 submissions received in support of the
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proposal, 13 were from businesses and individuals outside of the Anthony Court/Philip Court
area. The majority of the submissions received in support of the application focused on the
character of the landowner rather than planning matters.
Amenity
The matters that have been raised in the submission and a comment on each matter is provided
below:
Issue – The proposed development will have a dramatic effect on amenity and lifestyle. The
property values within the street will be reduced and the crime rate will increase due to the
proposed development.
Comment – It is not known if the proposed development would affect property values and
increase the crime rate within the neighbourhood; however the amenity of the locality will be
affected by a use which is not consistent within a residential estate within a Rural Uplands zone.
Traffic Impact
Issue – The proposed development will increase the number of vehicles on an already narrow
cul-de-sac street. The proposed development will make the existing neighbourhood busier and
have a greater impact on existing families. The proposal will also increase the amount of traffic
which will traverse the Warrego Highway and Summerholm Road intersection.
Comment – The proposed use would increase the number of vehicles within an existing narrow
cul-de-sac street. The application indicated 30 people per session however no information
accompanied the application indicating specific numbers of vehicle movements which will be
generated by the proposal and what affect the proposal will have on the existing road network.
The proposed development will increase the numbers of vehicles traversing the intersection and
all roads within the local road network to the proposed development.
Noise
Issue – The proposed development has the ability to increase the amount of noise which is
generated within the area.
Comment – The proposed use has the ability to increase the amount of noise generated from
the development. No information was provided with the application to demonstrate that there
would be no increase in noise to the adjoining properties from the proposed use.
Access
Issue – In an emergency situation the development is proposed to be located within an existing
cul-de-sac street with one entry and exit. This may cause concern in the event of a natural
disaster, with large groups of people who are not familiar with the locality needing to be
evacuated.
Comment – The location of the use would increase the numbers of people within this area
without providing alternative solutions for evacuation in an emergency situation for a site within a
cul-de-sac street.
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Wildlife
Issue – The proposed development will increase traffic and in turn have the ability to impact on
existing wildlife within the locality.

4.

Comment – The increase numbers of vehicles within the street will have the ability to impact on
existing wildlife populations within the locality. The application did not provide an assessment of
existing wildlife to determine the risk to the wildlife if the development was approved.
Policy and Legal Implications
There is a potential for the applicant and/or a submitter to lodge an appeal against the decision
to refuse the application in the Planning and Environment Court.
There is also an unacceptable risk to Council that would arise if the application was not refused.
This is that if the application was approved Council would assume some level of responsibility
for the safety of users of the driveway that has a gradient that far exceeds that which is allowed
under AS2890.1. The absence of material that would allow a proper assessment of stormwater
and wastewater impacts on adjoining properties means that an approval would expose Council
to the risk of future legal action.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
There is a potential for the applicant and/or a submitted to lodge an appeal against the decision
to refuse the application in the Planning and Environment Court.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
There will be no implications for delegations or authorisations arising from the approval.

7.

Communication and Engagement
There are no communication implications. Advice of the decision will be provided to the
applicant and the submitter in accordance with statutory requirements of SPA.

8.

Conclusion
It is recommended that the Material Change of Use application for Place of Worship be refused
for the reasons detailed in this report and summarised in the introduction.

9.

Action/s
It is recommended that Council refuse the application for a Development Permit for Material
Change of Use for Place of Worship on land described as Lot 93 RP819342 located at 18 Philip
Court, Summerholm in accordance with the Officer’s Recommendation.
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14.4

Re-appointment of Queensland Urban Utilities Board Member

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) is seeking Council’s support on the re-appointment of Mr Len
Scanlan, a QUU Board member whose term expires on 1 July 2015 for an additional year.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council support the re-appointment of Mr Len Scanlan, a Queensland Urban
Utilities Board member whose term expires on 1 July 2015.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council support the re-appointment of Mr Len Scanlan, a Queensland Urban
Utilities Board member whose term expires on 1 July 2015.
Moved By:

Cr Holstein

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3894

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
Council received correspondence from Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) on 2 February
seeking the re-appointment of Mr Len Scanlan, a QUU Board member whose term expires on
1 July 2015. As no Board meetings were held in January 2015 no correspondence has been
received concerning the QUU Board.

2.

Background
QUU is:
 A statutory body, created on 1 July 2010 as a result of Queensland Government changes
to the way water is managed in South East Queensland.
 Owned by the Brisbane and Ipswich City Councils, and Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim and
Somerset Regional Councils and governed by an independent Board.
 Tasked to deliver drinking water, recycled water and sewerage services to the cities and
townships within the boundaries of these five local government areas.
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3.

Responsible for delivering water to customers, collecting, transporting and treating
sewage, as well as charging and billing for water and waste water services for customers
in the Brisbane, Ipswich, Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim and Somerset local authority areas.

Report
Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) is seeking Council’s support in the re-appointment of Mr
Len Scanlan, a QUU Board member whose term expires on 1 July 2015.
Since its inception, the Board of QUU has been conscious of the duties and responsibilities of
QUU to all of its shareholding Councils and the ratepayers of these Councils. During the 4.5
years since its formation both the Board and management of QUU have worked hard to align
with the strategic objectives of all its shareholding Councils and to make a positive contribution
to all communities within its service area.
QUU has maintained in correspondence to Council that they have retained and continue to
embrace key philosophies of its shareholding Councils including:





maintaining an ongoing commitment to the continuing provision of high quality water and
waste water services;
recognising the need to build and maintain a skilled workforce across our geographical
footprint to support our business;
maintaining the value of the existing water and waste water business in a total water cycle
management context; and
recognising that, in making capital investment decisions and in setting standards of
service into the future, consideration will be given, not only to price, but also to equity and
environmental issues.

Under the terms of the Participation Agreement a serving Board member can be re-appointed
for a second term of 3 years. This provision recognises the benefit of retaining for more than
the initial term, the knowledge and experience built up by Board members in their first term. Mr
Scanlan has informed the QUU Board that he is however only available for reappointment for
a further one year term.
Notwithstanding this and because of the particular skill set and contribution that Mr Scanlan
has made to the Board since QUU’s inception, QUU has reported that their Board is very
supportive of Mr Scanlan being appointed for a further one year period as from 1 July 2015. As
Mr Scanlan has a very specific knowledge of public sector finance and accountability this
further one year term will provide an extended period of time for QUU’s shareholding Councils
to identify and recruit a suitable replacement.
Section 9.4 of the Participation Agreement sets out the criteria for appointment to the Board.
Mr Scanlan meets and continues to meet those criteria.
The QUU Board meets every month and our four Board sub-committees meet at least four
times each year. QUU has reported that Mr Scanlan has an exemplary attendance record at
meetings and has contributed very strongly to the functioning of the Board and its subcommittees since QUU’s inception.
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QUU continues to go through very significant change - a new operating model has been
developed, the Board is seeking to remove restrictive conditions in QUU’s EBA, are driving for
significant reductions in operating costs over the next three years, and are committed to
changing the culture to become a far more commercial and customer focused service
provider. The Board is also undertaking significant strategic planning to ensure that QUU is
able to respond appropriately to the important challenges of tariff reform and potential third
party competition.
In this environment the skills which Mr Scanlan has, QUU has noted are very important to their
organisation.
For the reasons outlined above the Board has strongly recommended to shareholding
Councils the re-appointment of Len Scanlan so as to take advantage of his skills and
experience, and of the accrued knowledge he has of the QUU business.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
Policy and legal implications will be addressed in future on matters that arise before Council.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
Budget implications will continue to be addressed through existing allocations.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
No further delegations are required to manage the issues raised in this report. The Executive
Manager Planning and Development Services will manage the requirements in line with
existing delegations.

7.

Communication and Engagement
The matters arising from this report that require further communication will be addressed
through existing communication channels.

8.

Conclusion
QUU strongly supports the re-appointment of Board member Mr Len Scanlan to retain his
specific knowledge of public sector finance and accountability for an additional year providing
time for QUU’s shareholding Councils to identify and recruit a suitable replacement.

9.

Action/s
QUU to be advised of the Council Resolution via correspondence.

Attachments
1View

correspondence 4 Pages
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14.5

Executive Manager Planning & Development Services Monthly
Update

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

18 February 2015
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Mark Piorkowski, Executive Manager Planning & Development Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
This report is to update Council on the big issues currently being actioned within the Planning and
Development Services Group.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council receive and note the Executive Manager Planning and Development
Services Monthly Update.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council receive and note the Executive Manager Planning and Development
Services Monthly Update.
Moved By:

Cr McDonald
Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3895

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report provides an update on key matters arising and being addressed since the last
report.

2.

Background
The previous report provides the background information to date and only progress is being
reported during February 2015.

3.

Report
LGAQ - Regional Economic Development Advisory Group (REDAG)
The Manager of Regional Development has been reappointed to the advisory group for
another 12 month period. Some key topics that are on the agenda for the first meeting in
February will be sharing information on innovative approaches, doing things differently,
advocacy issues and our top three priorities or news items in our region.
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Draft Lockyer Valley Planning Scheme
Work has continued to amend the draft Lockyer Valley Planning Scheme to comply with the
conditions attached by the Deputy Premier to the approval to publicly notify the draft scheme.
Public notification is anticipated to start by early March 2015.
Council Resignation
The Plumbing Team Coordinator tendered his resignation effective, 13 February 2015; he
played a pivotal role in Council’s journey and demonstrated great customer service, strong
professional commitment and high regard for the Lockyer Valley region and its reputation.
Lockyer 300 Off Road Rally
A meeting was held with the event organisers to discuss the Council resolution from the
December Council meeting. It was agreed that an invoice would be forthcoming for the work
to the fire trails, including a map showing the fire trails that were graded and seeded, a copy of
the current agreement with CAMS and Australian Off Road Championship and a timeline for
negotiations with land owners within the perimeter of the race track.
Laidley Business Incubator
The building has been inspected and a scope of works to prepare the building for occupation
has been endorsed by the Laidley Futures committee. Existing budget has been allocated for
required repairs and modifications and it is believed that all works will be completed within the
allocated budget. Concept designs and layouts for the incubator are being designed using
internal resources for presentation to and comment from the Laidley Futures committee. The
incubator configuration and operating procedures are being drafted. The target timeframe for
opening operation is scheduled for June/July 2015. At the present time there are no vacant
shops in the Laidley main street available for rental.
Paint the Town
Painting of the outside of the old Laidley library building will commence in February and be
finalised in March, weather permitting. The consultation will commence early February with
other business owners to raise awareness of the project and the opportunities for 30%
discount through Dulux for paint and paint products.
Single Point of Entry
Regional Development is continuing to address enquiries as they are received.
The new enquiries received were:
o Manufacture of herb and vegetable stock paste;
o Tea house and ladies fashion retail shop (Gatton);
o Retail hydroponic gardening supplies (Withcott);
o GP Clinic (Hatton Vale); and
o Home based photo scanning.
QTM 100 Years
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Project is running as per outlined timelines. Ten soldiers have been identified suitable to meet
the criteria of the project by a local historian. Images of all 10 local WW1 soldiers have been
received and will be digitally enhanced to produce ten images in the same context as the
Lockyer Legends. Wayne Smith the engaged visual artist is running as per schedule for the
construction of the five art pieces. The video footage has been secured from the National War
Archives which will include eight ten minute image reels from WW1. As part of the display two
replica Waler horses that will exhibit saddles and equipment used in the light horse during this
time have arrived. As per the funding agreement the exhibit was due to be on show to the
public between March 1 and May 31. Council has requested an extension due to the State
Government elections and official launch is being planned for 21 March pending on a
response from the Minister for Defences availability.
Oceania Road Championships
Toowoomba Cycling Development Ltd is holding the time trials for the Oceania Road
Championships in Helidon on 13 February. There are 200 expected competitors with the
event being sponsored by Zarraffa’s Coffee.
2015 Tourism Guide
The prospectus for the 2015 guide was distributed to all operators with a booking deadline of
13 February. Ads will be due from advertisers on 13 March, sending to print early May and
distribution beginning in June in time for the Brisbane Caravan and Camping Show.
Environmental Planning
Mr Henri-Paul Blanco commenced work with the Environmental Planning Team as Council’s
Pest Management Officer on 27 January 2015. Mr Blanco will continue to provide assistance
to Council’s Health and Regulatory Services area until his former position of Local Laws
Compliance Officer has been filled. The Environmental Planning Team is finalising its
integrated works program for FY 2015 – 2016. This will include the development of a work
programme for the management of pests. This process will inform the 2015 – 2016 budget.
The organisation for the Land for Wildlife Regional Forum to be held in May 2015 is nearing
completion. The on-ground works to remove weed species and revegetate part of the
drainage line cleared during flying-fox roost modification works has commenced with planting
of species unsuitable for flying-fox roosting planned for next week.
AmeriAus Food Blog Media Familiarisation
On the weekend of the 30 January to 1st February, Darrell and Chelsea Hawkins, from
AmeriAus visited the region for a media famil. The couple run popular food blog website
ameriaus.com.au and several Instagram and facebook pages, the most popular being
@ameriaus_food that has over 10,000 followers. Whilst in the region they stayed at Branell
Homestead and Stockton Rise, with accommodation and experiences supplied free of charge
by the operators including visits to Eagle Rock Café, Spring Bluff, Bauer’s Organic Farm and
more. To date we have seen an increase of over 60 followers on the @lockyervalley page as
a result of this exposure and Visit Brisbane has also shared one of the photos to their over
12,000 followers and created and album to share with their followers. Photos from the famil
visit can be seen on the following link:
http://instagram.com/ausmican_eats
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http://instagram.com/ausmican
http://instagram.com/ameriaus_food
Australia Day Awards and Celebrations
The Australia Day Awards ceremony was very well attended with over 300 guests attending
the event. Despite the heat, guests enjoyed the nominee introductions, and the winners all
seemed thrilled and honoured to receive the awards. The Lions Club of Laidley catered with
light refreshments available for guests after the formalities had concluded. The outside event
activities went well however with the intense heat and falling at the end of a long weekend,
numbers only reached approximately 400. There were 13 community groups represented with
information sites and recruitment drives. The historical villages at both Laidley and Gatton
held a breakfast and open day for people. The Laidley Pioneer Village had a good day with
numbers close to 200. All activities and the entertainers were well received. The breakfast
was busy and the flag raising went well. Gatton and District Historical Village were happy with
the day. The opening of Hopewell House took place on the day. Numbers were much the
same as last year, around 150 guests with the Light Horse display being popular.
Anzac Day Planning
A planning meeting was held with Gatton and Laidley RSL sub branches. Both groups are
delivering the “Lone Pine Project” which involves many of the schools in the region and
signifies the centenary of Lone Pine in August. A commemorative booklet is planned for the
Lockyer Valley region. It will include programs for both Gatton and Laidley, a list of all other
services in the Valley, as well as the names of those fallen. An email was distributed to the
RSL sub branches and all those that deliver services in the Lockyer Valley seeking content for
the program as well as names of the fallen for each area. It is envisioned that the booklet will
be distributed on Anzac Day with the any remaining copies available through the Visitor
Information Centre, libraries, RSL sub branches and Council offices.
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15.0

INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS AND SERVICES REPORTS

15.1

Property Addressing Old Grandchester Road

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

19 February 2015
Joshua Ellis, Civil Planning Engineer
Myles Fairbairn, Executive Manager Infrastructure Works & Services
Formal Papers

Summary:

Lot 10 on SP187098 has had its address changed from 194 Drayton Street, Laidley to 14 Old
Grandchester Road, Laidley in accordance with the relevant Australian Standard
(AS4819:2011 Rural and Urban Addressing). The owner of the property has subsequently
objected to the change and has asked for the property addressing to revert back to 194
Drayton Street.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council confirm the property address for Lot 10 SP187098 as 14 Old
Grandchester Road, Laidley, in accordance with Australian Standards.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council request a report to a future meeting of Council for consideration on
renaming the section of Old Grandchester Road between Drayton Street and Ryan
Road.
Moved By:

Cr McDonald
Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3896

Cr Holstein

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
The purpose of this report is for the approval for Lot 10 on SP187098 to be addressed as 14
Old Grandchester Road, Laidley.

2.

Background
Lot 10 on Survey Plan 187098 was for many years addressed as 194 Drayton Street, Laidley.
Recently a signage review of the area was being conducted and it was found that the property
in question has its driveway access on Old Grandchester Road, not Drayton Street. Further
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investigation also found that the property boundary of Lot 10 on SP187098 does not actually
have any frontage on Drayton Street, Laidley.
Furthermore, the road to the east of the Drayton Street / Old Grandchester Road intersection
(see Map 1 below) is described as Old Grandchester Road by the Department of Natural
Resources and Mines, rather than the local reference of Drayton Street.
In December 2014, the current resident was advised of the necessary changes and forwarded
a property addressing plate for installation. The resident has subsequently submitted
correspondence to Council describing the change as unwarranted and asking for the decision
to be reversed (see Attachment A).
3.

Report
Below is an aerial photograph showing property 10SP187098 marked with a red star. As can
be seen the current road that the property fronts on to is Old Grandchester Road.

Map 1: Aerial photograph showing the DNRM road names

Map 2 below shows the current driveway access location of property 10SP187098. As
previously described, Map 2 shows that Drayton Street ends at the T-intersection of Drayton
Street, Southern Street and Old Grandchester Road.
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Map2: Driveway location for property 10SP187098

It is important for properties to follow a consistent addressing convention so that police, fire
and ambulance are able to rapidly locate properties regardless of who is living at the property
or who is responding. Addressing the subject property as 194 Drayton Street, when it fronts
Old Grandchester Road would be contrary to this approach.
For this reason, Council officers, in accordance with the Australian Standard, have
readdressed the property of 10SP187098 as 14 Old Granchester Road, Laidley.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
Council does not presently have a policy or a procedure pertaining to property addressing.
Nonetheless, the relevant Australian Standard (AS4819:2011 Rural and Urban Addressing) is
used by officers in addressing properties, as is the case at other councils.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
A property addressing plate was sent to the property owner in December 2014 for subsequent
installation, and the relevant agencies advised of the change. Unfortunately the administration
process with external parties can be time consuming and has been known to take a couple of
months for the addresses to be processed.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
The Chief Executive Officer should be authorised to write to the owner of Lot 10 on SP187098
advising the outcome of the Council meeting.
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7.

Communication and Engagement
Nil.

8.

Conclusion
In conclusion, this report is for the approval of the officer’s recommendation for Lot 10 on
SP187098 to be addressed as 14 Old Grandchester Road, Laidley.

9.

Action/s
A letter signed by the Chief Executive Officer be sent to the property owner of Lot 10 on
SP187098 advising that Council’s acceptance of the officers recommendation for the property
to be addressed as 14 Old Grandchester Road, Laidley.

Page 166

ORDINARY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
27 FEBRUARY 2015

15.2

Maintenance of Service Road at Helidon Spa

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

19 February 2015
Myles Fairbairn, Executive Manager Infrastructure Works & Services
Myles Fairbairn, Executive Manager Infrastructure Works & Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
There is what could be described as a service road running along the southern side of the Warrego
Highway at Helidon Spa that is not proactively maintained by either Council or the Department of
Transport and Main Roads. Some maintenance activities have been undertaken in the past along the
road, but there remains a lack of clarity as to which party, or another party, is responsible for the road
maintenance.
A petition was lodged with Council on 28 January 2015. This petition requests that Council upgrade a
section of road and turnaround area that is approximately 230m in length.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council receive and acknowledge the petition lodged with Council on 28 th
January 2015;
Further;
THAT Council seek further clarification from the Department of Transport and Main
Roads regarding the ongoing maintenance responsibilities and property access from
this service road;
And further,
THAT Council endorse the immediate maintenance repairs to ensure ongoing road
safety, until further clarification is provided from the Department or at least until the
30th June 2015.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council receive and acknowledge the petition lodged with Council on 28 th
January 2015;
Further;
THAT Council seek further clarification from the Department of Transport and Main
Roads regarding the ongoing maintenance responsibilities and property access from
this service road;
And further,
THAT Council endorse the immediate maintenance repairs to ensure ongoing road
safety, until further clarification is provided from the Department or at least until the
30th June 2015.
Moved By:

Cr Friend

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3897

Cr Holstein
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CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
The location of the road at Helidon Spa in question, to the south of the Warrego Highway, is
shown in Figure 1 overleaf. The western 230m of the road, including a turnaround area,
provides access to property and businesses at Helidon Spa.

2.

Background
Council has received a petition from a business owner, signed largely by either patrons of the
business or residents of the adjacent business immediately to the south. The road and
turnaround area are not contained in Council’s road maintenance register and have not been
consistently maintained by any road authority in the past.
The turnaround area degrades relatively quickly due to its use by trucks visiting the adjacent
businesses. This area, and a further 150m to the east, consists of a
highly degraded seal with many maintenance patches and/or gravel section now.
A petition has been received requesting that Council upgrade the road and turnaround area.

3.

Report
The service road was formerly the main road through Helidon Spa and was created at the time
the new alignment for the Warrego Highway was constructed to the north. At this point in time,
the responsibility for maintaining the access and turnaround area has not been determined.
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Twidales
Road

Figure 1: Location plan

At times it would appear that some pothole patching and gravel repairs have been carried out
by both the Department of Transport and Main Roads and Council on not only the turnaround
area, but on the gravel road further to the east.
The works in the turnaround area have included repairs to the verge, which is frequently
overrun by heavy vehicles.
Investigations into this matter, including property access arrangements for properties at the
very eastern end of the road are ongoing.
4.

Policy and Legal Implications
The extent of Council’s obligations on this matter remain unclear, as it is possible that the road
in question may still be considered as being part of the State-controlled road.

5.

Financial and Resource Implications
It is intended that Council will undertake minor road safety maintenance repairs through to the
end of 2014-15 or until the maintenance responsibility is determined, whichever is sooner.
Funding will be sourced from Council’s available road maintenance budget.

6.

Delegations/Authorisations
Nil.

7.

Communication and Engagement
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Ongoing discussions with relevant parties, such as the Department of Transport and Main
Roads and nearby property owners.
8.

Conclusion
Based upon current information it is too early to determine the maintenance responsibility for
the road in question.

9.

Action/s
Council formally receive the petition and endorse the ongoing investigation by officers into this
matter. Furthermore that Council endorse that minor road safety maintenance repairs be
undertaken by Council for the remainder of 2014-15 or until the responsibility is determined,
whichever is sooner. In the meantime, no upgrade, as requested in the petition, would be
undertaken.

Attachments
1View

Petition 15 Pages
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15.3

Executive Manager Infrastructure Works and Services Monthly
Update

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

19 February 2015
Myles Fairbairn, Executive Manager Infrastructure Works & Services
Myles Fairbairn, Executive Manager Infrastructure Works & Services
Formal Papers

Summary:
This report is to update Council on the big issues currently being actioned with the Infrastructure
Works and Services Group.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT the Executive Manager Infrastructure Works and Services Monthly Update be
received and noted.

RESOLUTION
THAT the Executive Manager Infrastructure Works and Services Monthly Update be
received and noted.
Moved By:

Cr Holstein

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3898

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
6/0
Report
1.

Introduction
This report is to provide an update to Council on activities and issues for the Infrastructure Works
and Services Group since Council’s meeting of 28 January 2015.

2.

Background
Previous Infrastructure Works and Services report to Council up to and including 28 January 2015.

3.

Report
2011 NDRRA program
A current financial summary of the 2011 NDRRA programme follows.
 All packages have now achieved acquittal.
 Current estimated final cost (EFC) = $114.0 million (restoration only)
 2011 emergent works (now paid and acquitted by QRA) = $20.7 million
 2011 CDO Works (paid and acquitted by QRA) = $12.5 million
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Submissions that have been acquitted by the QRA = $114m for restoration ($147.2 million
including Emergent, Helidon/Gatton/Grantham landfills)
 Submissions forwarded to QRA awaiting acquittal = $0
Key risks at the moment:
 Ineligible costs determined through subsequent Taskforce and QAO audits.
2013 NDRRA program
A current financial summary of the 2013 NDRRA programme follows.
 Current estimated final cost (EFC) = $44.5 million (includes 2013 approved NDRRA
Betterment projects)
 2013 emergent works (paid, but not yet acquitted by QRA) = $14.8 million
($830K currently deemed ineligible by QRA. Discussions ongoing, could reduce to $625K)
 2013 works completed to end January 2015 = $25.4 million
 Submissions for 2013 works forwarded to QRA awaiting acquittal = $0 (drafts submitted)
 Submissions that have been acquitted by the QRA = $0
 QRA has approved Council’s request for 2013 Betterment funding to be reallocated to
other/additional projects.
 East Haldon Road CH3442 floodway approved by QRA and Development Application
finalised.
Projects of note:
 2013 Day Labour has been approved by the QRA (amendments are being processed)
 Thistlethwaite Bridge construction complete
 Clarke Bridge (at Thornton) Bridge construction complete
 McGarrigal and Willows Bridges – nearing completion
 Bridges Scour Protection Package – Complete
 Contractor Part of Black Duck Creek Road – works well progressed
 Remainder of Black Duck Creek Road – Council ‘day labour’ began construction in August
and works now complete
 East Haldon Road – Day labour works have commenced and are well progressed
 Floodways package – only Osbourne Road remains
 Landslips package – Works commenced in January 2015
 Lefthand Branch Road – Works commenced late November 2014 and scheduled to finish
in March 2015.
Key risks at the moment:
 Risk of damage to the temporary works due to summer storms.
 VfM of Day Labour construction costs – close monitoring by Council required.
 Landslip package benchmark assessed by QRA
 ‘Emergent Works’ claim reviewed by the QRA leaves work that is at risk of being
considered ineligible for funding
 All of 2013 NDRRA program, including acquittal, may not be completed by the QRA
deadline (30th June 2015) if wet weather, QRA assessment delays or other statutory
timeframes emerge.
INVESTIGATION, PLANNING AND DESIGN UNIT
Flood studies (regional and local)
 Finalising all reporting to meet State Government funding deadline.
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Quotations for the third party technical review of all flood projects modelled in the last three
years are being assessed, with a contract award imminent.

Forest Hill flood mitigation
 Qld Rail construction work at Blacks Bridge complete.
 Clearing of Sandy Creek and Laidley Creek confluence complete.
 Discussions ongoing with the State regarding project affordability and scope.
 No further construction works until response received from the State regarding funding.
Laidley flood mitigation projects (DSDIP funding – Royalties for the Regions Programme)
 Narda Lagoon flood levee
─ Practical Completion Certificate issued late October 2014
─
Shrub and tree planting to be completed by Council day labour in early 2015
 Storr Street drain
─ Practical Completion Certificate issued late October 2014
 Laidley CBD preparatory works
─ Scope: service relocations and minor drainage works
─ Forecast to commence very minor drainage works construction in early 2015
─ Potential levee bank construction not funded in 2014-15
─ Royalties for the Regions funding submission – awaiting decision for the State
Government.
Delivery of Capital Budget for 2014-15
 Gehrke Rd intersection upgrade – Being designed by an external consultant due to lack of
in-house resources.
 Drainage structures (Blenheim Rd, Summerholm Rd, Long Gully Road, Forestry Rd new
culverts, Smithfield Rd Floodway, Paynters Rd Floodway). Design awarded to external
consultant.
 Cahill Park (Buaraba Street North) – Detailed design by an external consultant.
 Tenthill Creek Road – Design underway (internally resourced)
 Footpath Projects (except TMR roads) - Designs complete
 Footpath Projects on TMR roads - Concepts to be submitted to TMR for comment.
 Translink Bus Stop upgrades to meet current standards – 7 of 11 sites complete. Forest
Hill upgrade to Disability Discrimination Act requirements yet to be resolved.
 Lakes Drive - Legacy drainage issue – design yet to be undertaken, with works in Q4
 Douglas McGuinness Drive culverts - stabilise undercut to endwall caused by insitu sodic
soils.
 Clive Crescent, Withcott - Drainage scour – design yet to commence (survey complete)
 TIDS funded projects - All schools have been contacted to discuss concepts. Concept
designs to be submitted to TMR of their review.
Challenge Avenue flood modelling investigation and works
 Investigation and design is complete
 Consultation with individual property owners is complete
 Presented at Council Workshop in August and September 2014. Requested to undertake
technical review of modelling prior to any construction works.
Delivery of Operational Budget for 2014-15
 Laidley Futures:
─ Funding reallocated from litter bins to painting the old library
─ Project Management Plan revised
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─ Das Neumann Haus Park design scope being reviewed/finalised
─ Prioritising scope of street furniture upgrade
 Lockyer Active Transport Strategy - Project Management Plan has been reviewed
 Helidon streetscape design - expected start February 2015
 Street lighting review - ongoing
Bridges and structures
 Level 2 inspections have recommended Level 3 inspections for the following bridges:
─ Middleton Bridge has been load limited to 12t (awaiting funding outcome from the
Federal Govt).
─ Willows Bridge: cannot carry out Level 3 inspection as it required a copy of the
design drawings which were not in the set provided by the Contractor (have
approached constructor for the design drawings).
 Colquhouns Bridge - Level 2 inspections has identified issues. Ongoing discussions with
constructor.
‘Business as usual’ activities
 Oversight of NDRRA designs
 Technical assistance to Council’s Planning unit
 Issue of Form 19s
 Working on road permits
 Heavy Vehicle Permits
 Customer Relationship Management (CRM) responses
 Traffic count program
ASSET MANAGEMENT UNIT
 Level 2 bridge inspection programme completed, which has highlighted structural problems
with a number of bridges – has necessitated load limiting and/or reparatory works at some
bridges
 Prepared a funding submission for Middletons Bridge at Lockrose for bridge rehabilitation,
with the intention to rehabilitate bridge from a Class B structure to a Class A structure
which will lift the design load capacity from 24 tonne to 42.5 tonne. BRP provides funding
for 50% of project costs (Council 50%). Awaiting funding decision from the Australian
Government.
 Bitumen re-seal programme: Engaged contractor to develop process for development of a
seal condition survey, leading onto a formalised two-year rolling reseal program
 Road pavement roughness assessment: Purchasing a ‘Roughometer’ from Australian
Road Research Board. This will allow the in-house collection of roughness data and a
rudimentary assessment of pavement condition when compared with defect and seal
condition. This option will allow a potential saving in the Asset Management budget.
 Anticipate OneCouncil asset inspection mobility solution will be ready in March/April 2015
(delayed due to resourcing constraints)
 Updated/reviewed Asset Management Plans for Transport Infrastructure and Buildings and
Facilities complete.
PLANT AND FLEET UNIT
 Internal plant hire recoveries have been budgeted for at a level that will not be achieved.
 Ongoing Fleet maintenance as required – important due to the servicing of the fleet
supporting the NDRRA programme
PARKS AND OPEN SPACES WORKS
 Preparations for ANZAC Day commencing in some areas
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Ongoing significant mowing activity due to recent rains and high humidity levels.
Vegetation growth rates have slowed slightly in recent weeks. Now able to mow some
previously wet areas.
 Repair program of playgrounds has commenced following the last quarterly audit. Audit
identified parks that require repairs to bring back up to appropriate standard.
 Planting of Lake Apex water edge with consultation with FOLA and labour support provided
by Community Service personnel.
ROADS AND DRAINAGE WORKS
 The reconstruction of floodways is continuing on Black Duck Road and East Haldon Road.
Large volume of NDRRA works on East Haldon Road.
 Roads to Recovery – Total Allocation for the 2014-15 to 2018-19 period = $3,786,676
 Work on Mulgowie Road for TMR flood damage completed successfully.
 Road maintenance crew is doing gravel road re-sheets.
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ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

16.0

GENERAL BUSINESS
THAT Council receive and note the following reports for Council’s information only.
1.
External Funding Update November 2014 to January 2015
2.
Disaster Management Update
(Refer 16.1 – 16.2)
Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3899

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0

16.1

External Funding Update November 2014 to January 2015

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

04 February 2015
Corrin Bischoff, Major Projects Officer
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Formal Papers

Summary:
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the status of external funding applications
submitted by Lockyer Valley Regional Council for the period November 2014 to January 2015.
RESOLUTION:
This document is for Council’s information only.

RESOLUTION
This document is for Council’s information only.
Report
1.

Introduction
This report provides an update on funding sought by Council over the past four months from
competitive grant programs.
Council’s external funding policy supports the Lockyer Valley Community Plan 2012 - 2022
strategic priority to uphold principles of good governance and transparency in decision making.

2.

Background
A centralised grant application process is utilised to optimise funding secured by Council to
support its projects and activities. A key part of the coordinated approach to seeking and
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managing external grants is to provide a regular update to Council on all funding applications
submitted.
3.

Report
Since the beginning of November 2014, three funding applications have been submitted. In
this period Council has been informed of the success of two grants.
Below is the status of Council’s external funding applications as at 02 February 2015:

STATUS as at:
02 February 2015

Source

Project Title

Pending

Department of
Communities, Child
Safety and
Disability Services,
Investment
Services Community
Drought Support –
Local Government
Areas

Pending

SUCCESSFUL

UNSUCCESSFUL

UNSUCCESSFUL

Pending

Project
Value

Amount
applied for

LVRC Cash
contribution

LVRC in-Kind
contribution

Partner
Contribution

Project A:
Community
Capacity Building
Workshops
Project B: Big Day
In – Youth event
Project C: Health
and Wellbeing
Expo

Project A:
$10 000
Project B:
$19 000
Project C: $
11 000

$40 000

0

0

NA

Department of
Infrastructure and
Regional
Development National Stronger
Regions Fund
State Library of
Queensland VISION 2017 Grant
Program:
Incubators of ideas,
learning and
innovation
Department of
Communities, Child
Safety and
Disability Services Diversity DeliversServices to Improve
Community
Participation for
Culturally Diverse
Queenslanders
Department of
National Parks,
Recreation, Sport
and Racing

National Food &
Innovation Centre

$7 026 156

$3 200 000

0

$600 000

$3 826 156

Lockyer Valley
Libraries - Make,
Play and Connect

$17 700

$11 700

0

$6 000

NA

Multicultural
Policy Officer

$ 90 000

$45 000

$45 000

0

NA

Lockyer Valley
Sports &
Recreation
Lighting
Installation
Program

$800 000

$400 000

$400 000

0

0

Department of
State Development
and Investment Royalties for the
Regions

Gatton West
Industrial Zone
Infrastructure

$4 500 000

$3 375 000

$1 125 000

0

0

received
$10 000
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STATUS as at:
02 February 2015

Source

Project Title

Pending

Department of
State Development
and Investment Royalties for the
Regions
Department of
Infrastructure and
Regional
Development Heavy Vehicle
Safety and
Productivity
Programme Round
Four
Department of
Infrastructure and
Regional
Development Bridges Renewal
Programme Round
One
Queensland Week
Sponsorship
Program

SUCCESSFUL

Valuing Diversity

Pending

Department of
Main Roads and
Transport

SUCCESSFUL

Premiers
Department ANZAC 100 Grant

SUCCESSFUL

Australian
Packaging
Covenant

SUCCESSFUL

Department of
Social Services

Pending

Pending

UNSUCCESSFUL

Project
Value

Amount
applied for

LVRC Cash
contribution

LVRC in-Kind
contribution

Partner
Contribution

Laidley Township
Flood Protection
Scheme

$6 000 000

4 500 000

$1 500 000

0

0

Intersection
upgrade of
Carpendale Road
and Klucks Road

$300 000

$150 000

$150 000

0

0

Middleton's Bridge
Rehabilitation

$645 970

$322 985

$322 985

0

0

Queensland Week
in the Lockyer
Valley

$16 780

$8 000

$6 840

$1,940

0

Lockyer Valley
Multicultural
Festival and
Cricket
Tournament
Lockyer Valley
Regional Council
Road Safety
Strategy
Queensland
Transport
Museum Salutes
100 Years of
ANZAC
Littering and
Illegal Dumping
Community and
Industry
Partnership
Project

$23 400

$10 000

$8 000

$2 800

$2 600

$22 500

$22 500

$0

$0

$0

$110 000

$80 000

0

$30 000

0

$135 000

$60 000

$65 000 some
cash and
contributions
from partners

0

$419 000
4 years
funding

$419 000
$309 000
received for
three years

0

0

Settlement Officer

0
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16.2

Disaster Management Update

Date:
Author:

18 February 2015
David Mazzaferri, Manager Disaster Management (Recovery &
Resilience) & Community Engagement
Dan McPherson, Executive Manager Organisational Development &
Engagement
Formal Papers

Responsible Officer:
File No:
Summary:

Lockyer Valley Regional Council is dedicated to the continuous improvement of Disaster Management
through all levels including prevention, preparation, response and recovery.
Officer’s Recommendation:
This document is for Council’s information only.

RESOLUTION
This document is for Council’s information only.
Report
1.

Introduction
This report summarises the activities of Disaster Management.

2.

Background
This report gives a brief outline of the activities of the Disaster Management team for the
month of January, 2015.

3.

Report
Alert levels for Junction View and Woodlands Road
As a result of heavy rain over late December, rises in the creeks at Junction View and
Woodlands Road gauges were seen. This gave the Disaster Management Unit an opportunity
to review Alert levels and ensure alerts were set at the right level to provide early awareness
and intelligence to plan messaging evacuations etc.
A site inspection was conducted with Prospect Environmental to relocate the river height
orifice at Woodlands Road upstream of the causeway. Prospect undertook the works and has
liaised with Disaster Management regarding new triggers for automated wig wags and ‘Closed’
VMS board.
An opportunity was provided to test the activation of the Woodlands Road Alert on Tuesday 20
January. The test proved Enviromon will send a message before the causeway is flooded and
the wig wags activated. The Alert Gauge will send Coordination Centre staff both a text
message and email to indicate flooding and road closures.
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Rainfall events from Thursday 22 and over the following weekend saw two further ‘live’
activations of the Woodlands Road Alert.
What was disappointing is even with the Flashing lights and Road Closed signs activated
motorists still drove down to the causeway to see if they can drive through.
Local Disaster Management Group (LDMG)
Planning and review of Disaster Management Training needs of LDMG members has been
undertaken. The required specific training for members will be scheduled for delivery after
meetings.
The next LDMG meeting will be held on Thursday 26 February. Iain McKenzie, Inspector
General Emergency Management, will be in attendance to present and answer any questions
members may have.
Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA)
Advice was received from the Queensland Reconstruction Auth
ority (QRA) on updated state guidelines which are to be released in coming weeks. Changes
include:
Counter Disaster Operations (CDO)
The definition of extraordinary costs are ‘those that exceed what a state of local
government could reasonably be expected to incur where the scale and severity of
impact from a disaster or where the cumulative impact is beyond the capacity of a state
and/or local government to adequately respond.”
Clarification of eligible CDO activities.
Timeframe for submission lodging
Restoration of Essential Public Assets (REPA), including Emergent Works
Clarification of ‘pre-disaster standard’ and ‘current building and engineering standards’
Extension of Time due dates
Clarification of ineligible REPA activities
On Wednesday 21 January, a meeting was held with Infrastructure Works and Services,
Finance, Disaster Management and QRA representatives to discuss what the new NDRRA
funding arrangements might mean for Council.
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) Senior Officer Workshop
Manager Disaster Management attended Ripley to plan the upcoming Senior Officer
Workshop for QFES. Manager Disaster Management has been asked by AC South East to
facilitate the two day workshop. The workshop is designed to develop a mindset of the value of
building resilience and community education in assisting operational Officers in the long term.
The workshop outcome will be for Senior Officers to establish a Community Education and
Engagement Framework. The agenda includes case studies and syndicate work on disasters
such as Cyclone Tracy, the Victorian bushfires, Newcastle earthquake, Christchurch
earthquake, 2011 floods and the Thailand tsunami.
Exercise Bedrock
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The Exercise Bedrock discussion exercise was held at Orica, Helidon. It was based on the
scenario of a two-vehicle collision involving one explosive truck and a truck containing quarry
products. This exercise discussed the response by agencies and local emergency services to
a serious incident. An evaluation report is yet to be compiled.
Evacuation Response Trailer
On Wednesday 14 January the Project Officer met with Don Neumann and John Keen to
progress this budgeted capital project. Inspection of an evacuation trailer at Gold Coast City
Council has also been undertaken to assist in design.
Laidley & Forest Hill Flood Warning Systems
A site visit was conducted with BoM and IWS to analyse the best possible locations of further
ALERT and monitoring stations for Laidley and Forest Hill on Friday 30 January. Two river
height gauges were identified for each flood warning project with the possibility of rain gauges
being installed at the head of the valley.
SCHAFT
Manager Disaster Management attended a SCHAFT meeting on Wednesday 14 January.
Discussions included:
Pandemic
Annual planning
Reinvigorating the Aged Care Group
Review of pandemic exercise held in December.
Western Fire Management Group Meeting, Tuesday 27 January.
The purpose of the Fire Management Group (FMG) is to provide a proactive approach to
bush/vegetation fire hazard mitigation through planning and action. The focus of the FMG is to
ensure that fire management is primarily the responsibility of the land owner or occupier, as
per section 67 of the Fire and Emergency Service Act 1990.
Item discussed at the meeting included:
Overview of 2014 burns and fire season
Identification of high risk areas
Hazard reduction plans for 2015
Development of Area Fire Management Group Plan
Review of Terms of Reference for Fire Management Group meetings
SES
Activations
Date
2 January
8 January
19 January
19 January

Locality
Laidley
Murphys Creek
Gatton
Helidon Spa

Job Type
Damaged awning
Leaking roof
Sandbagging
Sandbagging
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Meetings/Training
Manager Disaster Management and Project Officer attended the SES Executive Meeting held
on Monday 12 January. A number of action items to be completed for the SES on a range of
issues including building maintenance, funded project delivery and the SES Recruitment
evening resulted from the meeting.
Monday 26 January saw the first night back for the SES. This was a social get-together and
BBQ. Training/Meetings started back fully on Monday 3 February with all groups participating
in a scenario based activity at Laidley.
Community Events
SES members assisted at the Australia Day event during which time they also distributed
flyers to promote the Recruitment Evening.
SES Recruitment Evening
An SES Recruitment Evening is to be held on Monday, 2 March 2015 at 6.30pm at the Laidley
SES building. A site inspection of the Laidley SES Building carried out by the Project Officer
on 14 January identified works to be undertaken prior to the Recruitment Evening.
SES Non-Recurring Subsidy
The Project Officer is working with the SES Executive to submit an application for SES nonrecurring subsidy funding round.
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In addition to those items listed in the confidential section a further matter relating to an insurance claim may be
discussed, pending the attendance of the claimant who has been invited to present to Council; subsequent to
previous discussions with the Mayor.

17.0

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

CLOSED SESSION
THAT Council move into Closed Session at 3.17 pm to the exclusion of the press and
public, in accordance with Section 275 (1) (a) (e) & (f) of the Local Government
Regulation, 2012.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3900

Cr McDonald

CARRIED
6/0
The meeting adjourned for a short break at 3.17 pm and resumed at 3.22 pm.
The Chief Executive Officer declared to have a conflict of interest and material personal interest in Item 17.3
“Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review”; leaving the meeting room and taking no part in the matter.
Cr Friend identified at a time during the discussion to have a potential perceived conflict of interest and material
personal interest in Item 17.4 “Insurance Matters” (as defined in section 173 of the Local Government Act 2009)
based on a potential future business dealing. Cr Friend dealt with these interests by stating that he would gain
no advantage from the debate as had been discussed to that point, and advised he would take part in
discussion but not any decision on the matter.
Cr PF Friend left the meeting at 03:47pm
Cr PF Friend returned to the meeting at 03:48pm
Cr JM McDonald left the meeting at 4:27 pm

OPEN SESSION
THAT Council move into Open Session, the time being 5.09 pm.
Moved By:

Cr Pingel

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3901

Cr Holstein

CARRIED
5/0
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17.1

Local Buy Realisation Report 2013-2014

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

17 February 2015
Sarah Lees, Procurement Coordinator
David Lewis, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services
Formal Papers

That the above item be considered in Closed Session to the exclusion of the press and public
in accordance with Section 275 (1) (e) of the Local Government Regulation, 2012, as the
matter involves other business for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the
interests of the local government or someone else, or enable a person to gain a financial
advantage.
Summary:
Each year Council receives the Annual Local Buy Benefits Realisation Report for Lockyer Valley
Regional Council. This report outlines savings made by utilising pre-qualified suppliers from Local
Government Association of Queensland panel arrangements and contracts for the July 2013 to June
2014.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT Council receive and note the Local Buy Realisation Report 2013-2014.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council receive and note the Local Buy Realisation Report 2013-2014.
Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3902

Cr Friend

CARRIED
5/0
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17.2

Presentation by Lockyer Valley Fruit and Vegetable Processing
Company on Proposed Cannery Facility

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

19 February 2015
Jamie Simmonds, Executive Policy Advisor Mayor/CEO
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer
Formal Papers

That the above item be considered in Closed Session to the exclusion of the press and public
in accordance with Section 275 (1) (e) of the Local Government Regulation, 2012, as the
matter involves other business for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the
interests of the local government or someone else, or enable a person to gain a financial
advantage.

A presentation was to be provided during Closed Session on the current activities of the proposed
cannery facility; this presentation has been deferred until all Councillors are in attendance.

This matter was deferred due to not all Councillors being in attendance, to a Special
Meeting of Council to be held as soon as possible in the week commencing 2 March
2015.
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The Chief Executive Officer declared to have a conflict of interest and material personal interest in Item 17.3
“Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review”; leaving the meeting room and taking no part in the matter.

17.3

Chief Executive Officer's Performance Review

Date:
Author:
Responsible Officer:
File No:

22 January 2015
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Jason Bradshaw, Executive Manager Governance and Performance
Formal Papers

That the above item be considered in Closed Session to the exclusion of the press and public
in accordance with Section 275 (1) (a) (f) of the Local Government Regulation, 2012, as the
matter involves the appointment, dismissal or discipline of employees; AND contracts
proposed to be made by it.
Summary:
The Council’s Executive Performance Management System provides for an annual performance
review of the Chief Executive Officer to asses performance and to set targets for the next
period. Council did not use an external facilitator in this instance and the Councillor’s Review Panel
undertook the CEO performance review and has provided recommendations for Council
endorsement.
Officer’s Recommendation:

THAT the recommendations of the CEO’s Review Panel on the Annual Performance
Review of the Chief Executive Officer be endorsed and adopted by Council.

RESOLUTION
THAT Council extend the notice period in the Employment Contract of the Chief
Executive Officer for a further one (1) month period to allow for all Councillors to be
present and part of the discussion and decision on this important issue;
Further;
THAT the Review Panel and those Councillors in attendance support the
recommendations in the Review Panel Report, however, due to not all Councillors
being in attendance, that the decision be deferred to a Special Meeting of Council to be
held as soon as possible in the week commencing 2 March 2015.
Moved By:

Cr Friend

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3903

Cr Milligan

CARRIED
5/0
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Cr Friend identified at a time during the discussion to have a potential perceived conflict of interest and material
personal interest in Item 17.4 “Insurance Matters” (as defined in section 173 of the Local Government Act 2009)
based on a potential future business dealing. Cr Friend dealt with these interests by stating that he would gain
no advantage from the debate as had been discussed to that point, and advised he would take part in
discussion but not any decision on the matter.

Item Number:
File Number:
Councillor:
SUBJECT:

17.4
Formal Papers
Cr Steve Jones
INSURANCE MATTER

A presentation was presented to Council on an insurance matter currently under investigation by
Council.
This matter was deferred for consideration, due to not all Councillors being in attendance, to a Special
Meeting of Council to be held as soon as possible in the week commencing 2 March 2015.

Item Number:
File Number:
Councillor:
SUBJECT:

17.5
Formal Papers
Cr Steve Jones
SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL

RESOLUTION
THAT Council hold a Special Meeting on Thursday 5 March 2015, in the Gatton
Chambers, for the purpose of the following:
 Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review
 Presentation – Lockyer Valley Fruit and Vegetable Processing Company
 Insurance Claim
Moved By:

Cr Milligan

Seconded By:
Resolution Number: 3904

Cr Pingel

CARRIED
5/0

18.0

MEETING CLOSED

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.14 pm.
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