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10. EXECUTIVE OFFICE REPORTS 

10.7 Funding Submission -  
Maturing the Infrastructure Pipeline Program 2 

 
Date: 26 March 2018 
Author: Stephen Hart, Coordinator Council Business 
Responsible Officer: Ian Church, Chief Executive Officer          
 

Summary: 
The Lockyer Valley and Somerset Water Collaborative has been seeking appropriate funding sources 
for the Water Security Project.  It appears this project would be eligible for funding under the Maturing 
the Infrastructure Pipeline Program (MIPP) 2 Program. Lockyer Valley Regional Council should 
consider making an application for MIPP2 funding on behalf of the Collaborative. 
 
 

Officerôs Recommendation:  

 
THAT Council agree to the preparation of a funding submission to the Maturing the 
Infrastructure Pipeline Program 2 for the development of a Business Case for the 
Lockyer Valley/ Somerset Water Supply Scheme.   
Further; 
THAT Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to finalise and submit the funding 
submission to the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure 
and Planning. 
 
 

 
Report 
 
1. Introduction 

 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council consideration of a proposal to make a funding 
submission to the Maturing the Infrastructure Pipeline Program (MIPP) 2.  This Program is 
administered by the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and 
Planning on behalf of the Queensland Government (please refer to the attached Guidelines). 
 
The MIPP was established to support the establishment of a robust pipeline of local and state 
government infrastructure projects by investigating and documenting the potential viability and 
feasibility of each proposal. It focuses on the planning stage and does not provide funding for 
project delivery. 
 

2. Background 
 
Water security and sustainability is a key community priority and is identified as a priority 
project in the Lockyer Valley Corporate Plan. Council has previously received funding under 
the National Water Infrastructure Development Fund to carry out prefeasibility work to 
investigate alternative water sources for the Lockyer Valley. That Study identified a number of 
options and recommended a full feasibility study be undertaken. 
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Council has also been engaging with the community, water users and Somerset Regional 
Council (SRC) to work towards further water security for our regions. In November 2017, a 
workshop was held to identify a vision for this water security scheme. Subsequently a Steering 
Group has met on a number of occasions to work toward that vision. 
 
That Steering Group has become the Lockyer Valley and Somerset Water Collaborative (the 
Collaborative) which is composed of a range of organisations with strong interests in this 
issue. Their work is focused on identifying a source of funding to develop a full feasibility 
Business case for additional water supply and security for the regions. 
 
The MIPP2 funding is a potential source of funding for this work and the Collaborative is of the 
view that Council should apply for this funding on behalf of both regions. 
 

3. Report 
The Collaborative has been actively seeking a funding source to deliver the business case /full 
feasibility for the regional water supply scheme. State and Commonwealth government 
programs are relevant. 
 
The MIPP2 funding is to provide funding assistance to support strategic planning, develop 
supporting documentation for projects and inform infrastructure investment. This program is 
only open to Queensland local governments. MIPP2 has two streams: strategic planning for 
infrastructure and business case and/ or detailed design. 
 
For the Business Case stream submissions are assessed on the following criteria: 
 

¶ Completion of preceding stages  

¶ How the proposal meets strategic needs 

¶ Alignment with local, state or regional priorities 

¶ Whether previous options analysis considered both infrastructure and non-
infrastructure solutions 

¶ Contribution to economic growth and jobs  

¶ Whether the project has capacity to attract funding from outside the Queensland 
Government for the delivery stage 

¶ Timeframes and priority  
 
Initial discussions with Departmental officers have indicated that the water security project is a 
suitable project for consideration. 
 
Infrastructure Works and Services have also identified other potential projects that could be 
applied for under MIPP2. These include: 

¶  Hatton Vale Park detailed design 

¶  Cooper Street (Joel Street to Hayes Street) stormwater drainage detailed design  

¶  Cooper Street flood modelling and concept design 

¶  Plainland transport planning link study 

¶  Laidley stormwater master planning 
 
While these are worthy projects it is considered that, given the limited MIPP2 funds, it may be 
counterproductive to apply for more than one project.  On that basis it is considered that the 
water supply scheme project is the most significant and that this project should be the priority. 
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Submission of the water security project for funding consideration has the support of the 
Collaborative. SRC has also advised that the Mayor of Somerset and the CEO of SRC support 
the proposal for Lockyer Valley Regional Council to make a funding submission on behalf of 
the Collaborative.  
  

4. Policy and Legal Implications 
 
There are no specific policy or legislative implications for this proposal. If the funding 
submission is successful, procurement of professional services will be in accordance with 
Councilôs procurement policy.   
 

5. Financial and Resource Implications 
The costs of preparing a full business case for the water security scheme will be significant.  
The Collaborative will not be sufficiently resourced to undertake such a Business case without 
Commonwealth or State support. MIPP2 funding is a real opportunity for Council and the 
broader Collaborative to obtain funding for this key project. 
 

6. Delegations/Authorisations 
 
The recommendation if passed will provide sufficient authorisation to proceed. 
 

7. Communication and Engagement 
 
No broad communication or engagement is proposed at this time. 
 

8. Conclusion 
 
The Collaborative has been seeking appropriate funding sources for the Water Security 
Scheme.  This project appears to be well suited to the aims of the MIPP2 Program and criteria 
for eligibility appear attainable. It is considered that Lockyer Valley Regional Council should 
make an application for MIPP2 funding on behalf of the collaborative.  
 

9. Action/s 
 
Lockyer Valley Regional Council to make application for MIPP2 funding on behalf of the 
Collaborative 
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