
 

Contents 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL  
 

 
 
  

 SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 SEPTEMBER 2022  
 
 
 
 
 



ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

  21 SEPTEMBER 2022   

 

 Page 2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
  
Item Subject Page No. 
  

12. Community & Regional Prosperity Reports ...................................................................................... 3 

12.5 Purpose and Use of Davson Gallery ............................................................................................... 3 

 
 



ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

  21 SEPTEMBER 2022   

 

 Page 3 

12. COMMUNITY & REGIONAL PROSPERITY REPORTS 

12.5. Purpose and Use of Davson Gallery 

12.5 Purpose and Use of Davson Gallery 
 
Author: Nicole Kilah, Coordinator Libraries & Galleries 
Responsible Officer: Amanda Pugh, Group Manager Community & Regional Prosperity          
 

Purpose: 
 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s future direction on the utilisation of the space currently called 
the Davson Art Gallery.   
 

Recommendation 

 

Officer’s Recommendation:  
THAT Council resolves to: 

1. Advise Ms Davson that Council does not support the Davson Gallery being expanded to 
become the National Glass and Davson Museum. 

2. Change the name of the area at the Lockyer Valley Cultural Centre currently known as the 
Davson Gallery to the Davson Room to provide clarity of the purpose and use of the area. 

3. Delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to do all things necessary to end the 
Davson Gallery Agreement that is currently in place and negotiate and enter into a new 
agreement with Ms Davson to determine the arrangements for use of the Davson Room 
moving forward. 

 
 

 
Executive Summary 

 
The Davson Gallery was named in 2017 and an Exhibition Agreement was completed. Ms Davson has recently 
requested Council consider the status of this space, the primary purpose of the Gallery, and ongoing and 
future plans. This space has recently been reactivated by the Libraries and Galleries team as a functional 
community meeting and activity space with Ms Davson’s art on the walls.  There are also glass, artifacts, and 
other memorabilia in two display cabinets.   

 
Proposal 
 
In 2017, the Davson Gallery was named in recognition of the Davson Family’s contribution to art and culture in 
the Lockyer Valley. It is located in the Lockyer Valley Cultural Centre, accessible through the Lockyer Valley Art 
Gallery.  The primary use of this space is to showcase art works on loan from the Davson Family. Recently this 
space has been reactivated with library activities and events, providing a functional meeting and event space 
for community groups and library events.  This space, due to large windows that receive the eastern sun and 
existing lighting, does not meet gallery requirements, placing items at risk of damage. Rectification works have 
been taken to reduce the risk of damage to works by installing UV tinting to the large windows, however sun 
exposure still occurs. This space also provides access to a storeroom containing stock and brochures for the 
Visitor Information Centre.  
 
Recently, Ms Davson has expressed a desire to redefine the current direction and discuss future plans for this 
space. Correspondence indicates that Ms Davson wishes the Davson Gallery to be an exclusive space for her 
work and further “be the first point of visitor contact for all things allied to the Davson Family’s art initiatives 
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and created work.”  These items will be selected from the collections of the former Win Davson Art Gallery 
and Museum, the Ian Fairweather Memorial Art Gallery and Museum, the Davson Arts Museum and the 
Davson Glass Collection.  Collectively, these works would form the National Glass and Davson Museum, with 
items displayed on the walls, and in display cases on the floorspace. 
 
The request for additional space prompted a review of the 2017 agreement and a comparison to the current 
Exhibition Agreement in place for artists who utilise the Lockyer Valley Art Gallery.  The Davson Gallery 
agreement differs greatly to the current Exhibition Agreement for the Lockyer Valley Art Gallery in many areas. 
  

Specifics Current Davson Agreement Lockyer Valley Art Gallery 
Agreement 

Exhibitions Guaranteed space with a 
requirement to turnover 
exhibitions every 3 months (4 per 
year) 

Apply for an exhibition space for a 
period of 7-8 weeks.  

Cost for exhibitions and opening 
functions 

Free exhibitions and opening 
functions 

$200 for an exhibition and $150 for 
an opening function 

Capacity of opening functions Not specified As per policy (1 artist – 50 people) 

Sale of art works Not specified Yes, 20% commission. 

 
Applications are taken to exhibit at the Lockyer Valley Art Gallery, with exhibitions changing over every 7 to 8 
weeks. The application process ensures all artists are provided a fair and equitable opportunity to display their 
works in the Gallery as an individual, group or shared exhibit. In contrast, the Davson Gallery space is 
dedicated to showcase the works of the Davson Family, with a turnover every 3 months.   
 
In the past community members have expressed their feelings that this process is unfair to other local artists 
as they are not provided the same opportunity. Furthermore, artists displaying works in the Lockyer Valley Art 
Gallery are required to pay an exhibition fee, as well as an additional fee if they choose to hold an opening 
function. The current Davson Agreement specifies that exhibitions and openings are provided at no charge to 
the exhibitor. Council does not provide exclusive gallery space for other artists across the region and to ensure 
fairness and consistency, Council officers wish to review the Davson Agreement to allow the continuing use of 
the room as a community use space and to accord with the existing works that are currently in place (on the 
walls and the existing cabinets). 
 
Within other Council facilities, rooms have been named in recognition to families within the region including 
the Stubbersfield Rooms in the Gatton Administration Building and the Wyman Room at the Laidley Library 
and Customer Service Centre.  Descendants of these families have not requested how these rooms be used or 
expected a space dedicated to display art works, history or other items of family memorabilia.   
 
As the Davson Gallery does not meet gallery requirements, it is recommended that the Davson Gallery should 
be renamed to the “Davson Room” in order to provide clarity to the Davson family and the community in 
relation to the ongoing utilisation of the room. 
 
Options 

1. Council supports the recommendations of this report to rename the room and enter into a revised 
agreement. 

2. Council determines the space should remain as a Davson Gallery as per the agreement in place. 
 
Strategic Implications 
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Finance and Resource 
Should the officer’s recommendation be approved, there would be limited financial and resource implications 
due to new signage requirements.   
 
If the recommendation is not approved, additional finance and resource allocations will be required to create a 
space that meets the requirements including gallery lights and display cases and staffing suitable for exhibition 
changeovers.   
 
Risk Management 
 
Key Corporate Risk Code and Category:   R1  
Reference & Risk Descriptor:    Reputation 

Reputation and goodwill. 
However, if Council was to accept the request, there is potential for Financial Risk to Council as financial 
investment would be required to create a fit for purpose Gallery.   
 
Consultation 
Portfolio Councillor Consultation 
Cr Hagan has been involved in several meetings with Ms Davson.  
The request of Ms Davson was workshopped with Council on 6 September 2022. 
 

Attachments  

1⇩  Davson Art Gallery Proposal 7 Pages 
2⇩  Executed Davson Art Gallery Agreement - 20170915 3 Pages 
3⇩  Exhibition Agreement 2022 8 Pages 
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